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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


| and alſo to further the good of his Bro- 
ther the Image of Ged, and fellow mem- 
ber with him of the ſame miſticall bodie 
| of Chriſt, compelled me to take in hand 
the Tranſlation of theſe two Sermons 
following, as being the good which [I | 
( hauing opporrunirie of time and place 
to accompliſh ) migat 1n no wiſe omit. 
They, were firſt preached and publiſhed 
inthe Netherlandiſh Dutch,for the bene-} | 
ft of the people of God 1n thoſe any 
which being a ofa my dellire in this place, I 
according to my flender ability hauc tran- 
{lated and publiſhed them here and as a 
token of &% reſpe& I bearc 'vnta your 
. worth,and of the thanks I owe vnto you| 
forthe many fauourable fruites of your 
loue, am bold to tender them vnto your | 
| acceptance, and commit thempynto your | 
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| Patronage. 
They may fitly be rexrmed the Anato- 
mizing ofthe body of ſome, #: + for a 


(nite, Or, a Receipt far 5 ke fouls for they 


(ioyntly ) containe matter ſuting vnto | 
th ele threericles, and vie:ull for all ſortes 
Wi of men,as en red; pematetel 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


is not of men but of God. 


ferre you vnto the booke it ſelfe, which 


inſufhciencte, I ſubmit vnto your judici- 
ous cenſure) euer conſecrating my ſelfe 
vnto you for your ſeruice inall that Iam 
or ſhalbe able to performe, and my pray- 
ers vnto God for your ſafetie and protec- 
tion 1N bodie and ſoulc: and thus I hum- 
bly take my leaue, 


ever remammg your Wor fhips 


to be commanded in whatſoeuer, 


E 


liue,but are dead, hauing aſhew of Religion, 
but want ſubſtance 3 as/ thoſe that are 
Chriſtians indeed,and in truth,}hoſe pray/e 


Bur being loath to be too troubleſome 
vnto you with abundance of words, I re- 


( being 1ealous of minc owne errors and. 


þ 


. "oe 0 2B, 
F4 by * A . 
C df] H.AkMalk 
G bs Fo . j 
& ; * A. 


TI. 


—_—_ — _—_— —_— _— 


_ 


6 IONS 2 tor ono NOTES 1 
Th ORR © fb 5 © Se. LRN 


C The Author his Epiſtle 


to the Reader. 


thouehin All the holy Scriptu re (the 
word of truth)it be found to be moſt 
true, that in the world there 1s no- | 
thing more hatefull and fearefull 
then ſi inne, yet daily experience tea- 
=" cheth,that there are very few which 
h aregrieutrd, and troubled therewith : there are to bee | 
| foundin this curſed world, multitudes of them that 
mourne for their temporall loſſes, and croſſes the frat | | 
of ſinne ; one, complaineth pittifully of his pouertie, of 
the loſſe,und damage he hath ſufteined ; another of his | b- 
| ſickneſſe, of the griefe,and paine that he hath ſuffered); | I 
| a third of the (hame, contempt, diſerace, or intrie. 
which this, or that may hath offered vnto him ; bat 
few conf! der that ſinne is the mother of all this: miſe. 
chieſe: yea, when they are free from the foreſaid incon-. 
weniences, thouth they lie plunged, and ſmoothered in 
ſinne, they are neuer touched therewith,but paſſe away 
their time carelejly, and ſecurely Let thei care, that 
care will : onely ſome few, whoſe eyes God hath opened 
for to ſee the myſteries of his kingdome, doe make their 
ſrenes their or eateſ} trouble, and griefe; : and not Withs 
ont c00d Ci i/e ;for it is moſt certaine, and true that he 


A 4 [hall 


—_— 


og *p ne 
. Arr irs) Lee GOIN Is > II gents fe Car an _ Pg" Ber Bog, Se - 
"oF 0 FF” N g Y 6 y, Prem 
+ Eo y *} 4 FAS 
. 
n 


| The Epiſtlecothe Reader. 


ſhall nener ſee God with ioy, hereafter in heauen;which 
commeth not to ſee his ſinnes with a holy, and godly ſor- 
row here vpon earth: In this [enſe,thoſe that mournc 
are called bleſled of our Sautour himſelfe. Therefore 
for to moue men vnto this godly ſorrow for their ſins, 
and to ſtirre them vp vnto an holy zeale againſt all 
ſennes, 1 haue publiſhed theſe Sermons following, 
wherein 1 baue cons. how we may be deliuered both 
from the condemning, and commanding power of ſinne 
wvnto our cternall comfort : whereby if any man ap 
benefit, 1 ſhall highly reioyce in my labour herein be- 
ffowed. Farewell in the Lord. 


Middleborgh the 
21. of luly. 
16320, 


| Thine an the Lord, 
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HIS COMPLAINT 
AGAINST HIS 


NATVRALL COR- 
KYFTION, 
WIT H# 
THE MEANES HOW TO 
be deliucred from the pow- 
| er of the ſame. 


Set forth in two Sermons vpon the 
24. verſe of the 7. ( bapter of his | 


Epiſtle to the Romaynes; 


O alt man that 1 am, who ſhall deliner mee Sue! 
this body of death ? 


z Hs Apoſtle Paul having decked] 
> | atlarge, in the foregoing verſes, 
a2, thc cumberſome contention he 
a> badwith his fleſh, and naturall 
=g, Corruption, the which was al- 
| PASCER wayes in his way,and cxcceding- 

ly hindered himia the ſcruice of his God; and 
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Paul bis ( omplaint 
now finding himſelfe dangerouſly beſer with this 
enemy, he crycth out for helpe, ay it were, with a 
loudvoyce, faying, © meferable mmm tat 1 ime, 73 h0 
{hall deliner me from this body of death ? | 
The fumme. A mournefuil Lamentarion, or 


Complaint againithar nararall corruprion wher- 
with rhe Apaſtle found hinelfe opprettud. 


| 
Tix parsarc thele, 1. Agatnſþwhar Mice cams | 
| plaineth;againſt the body of death. 2.Who com- | 
'plaincth ; The Apoſtle himſclfe ; I mitcrable | 
man. 3. How heecomplainetly ; Two manner of | 
waycs, Firſt he declareth himſelfethercforc to be 
mifcrable, in that he hath thus body of death a- 
bout him; ſecondly, he witheths to bee deliucred 
from it, | 
1. Of what he Complainertr. - 

He complaineth afthe body ofdemh,by which 
we muſt vnderſtand, (as it appeareth in the former 
Verſes) our naturall corruption, which makes vs 
in our (clues vnaptto any goed, .and- prone, and 
readte toall euill; even tharoriginall finhewher- 
in we were conceiued, and borne ; concerning 
which the Apoſtle formerly teftifierh, that it wor. 
keth death, Ver. 13. And in another placcis ter- 
med by him, the boay of ſinne, Rom.6.6.in which 
reſpect alſo hedeclareth himſe)te ro be carwall,ſold 
anaer ſinne. vt. 14. and witneſſeth, that it 1s in 
hima Law in his members, whereby he is greatly 
hindered in the performance of obedience vnto 
the Law of God. ver: 22.23. Bur we fthall better 
iudgeof the meaning of this manner of ſpeech,if 
ſo be we obſcructhe reaſons why originall ſinne, 


| 
| 
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Againſt his naturall ( orruption. 


of death. 
Our natural] corruption is named a boay for 
theſe reaſons following: 

1. Asa body hath many mcmbers, ſo alſo hath 
this natural] corruption ; it is a coniunRion, or 
knitting together of many cuill members ; or ra- 
ther, ir ſpreadeth it {clic chrough all the powers, 
and parts of the whole man : therefore it is nor 
onely called a boy, bur alſo a Man, even the okde 
| Man. Ephe/. 4.22. Implying, that there is nothing 
in man which is not defiled, and polluted with 
this naturall corruption : the vnderftanding is 
hereby darkened : the will, peruerted : the « ny 
tions diſordered: the members of the body, fit, 
and readie inftruments, and weapons of vntigh- 
teouſneſle, &c. yea, the vnregenerate man,which 
is nothing bur flcſh, having notthe ſpirit, 1«d.ver. 
19.is in regard of this natural] corruption, named 


or natnrall corruption is called a body, yea, a body | Why ournam- 


— 
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| 


ra I corruption 
| 1SNamed a bo. 
dic, 


I Reaſon, | 


' Becauſe 

; preadeth it 

 {elfe thorough 
all the powers: 

| and parts of 


| the vrhole 
man, 


darknefle tt ſelfe. Eph.5.8. And im the regenerate 
man himlſelfe ( which hath now andekie the (p1- 


rit 1. 40h. 3. 24. and in thatreſpe&tis called Zohs | 
it (elfe. Epheſ. 5.8.) yet this corruption ſpreaderh | 
it ſelfe in ſuch ſore, thoroughall rhe parts, and 
powers of his ſoule, and body, thar it is as a Law | 
in his members, Kow..7. 23. there is no [more dif-| 
fercnce herein berweene the regenerate, andrhe 
unregenerate, then berweene the darke night, | 
wherein there is no light atall, and che breake of 
the day, wherein the light beginnethro appeare, | 


neſſe being mixr together, thorough the whole 
| B 2 | ayre. 


but is notwholly broken forth, che lighr& darke- | 


<<vvws en deer ow 


Paul his ( omplaint 


ayre, For the vnregenerate are rotally poſſeſſed 
wi:h this corruption in all the parts, and powers 
of thcir fonle and body, ſo that in. them ehere is| 
notany ſpiricuall light ; and therefore they are 
callcd children ot. the Nrght, and of Darkenefle. 
x. The. 5.5. But on the contrary (ide, the regene- 
rate arc one]y ſo oucrcome with this ratural} cor- 
ruption, in all the parts and powers of thcir {oulc, 
and body,as the ayre is with darkeneſſe when the 
day bcginnes to breake z art whichtime the liphit, 
and darkeneſſcdoe, as it were, ftruggierogerher 
thorough the whole ayre: in which regard the 
break ot the day 1s called light; and men are went 
ro (ay, beholde, it is day, alrhough chat there bce 
much darkneſlc in the ayre: and.inthis fence are 
the regencrate in.the Scripture named light.Eph. 
5. 8. Andchildren ofthe light, and ofthe day. r. 
Thel. 5.5. although that there be much ſpirituall 
darkeneſle in them, and that they are not wholly 
free from the {mull flcſh, bur are in. cnery part 
polluted therewith : and for this cauſe in the re- 
generate themſelues is. this natarall corruption 
called a body of frame, Rom, 6. 6. For it is crept 
thorough every part, and power of their ſoule 
and body. 

 Sothenthisnaturall corruption is a-body,but 
it is a body altogether vgly, and monſtrous, the 
parts whereof arc wholly inuerted, or rather per. 
verted, as it rhe eyes ſtood in the place where the 
eares ſhould ; and the mourh were ſer in the fore- 
head', andall the rcſtof the members were moſt 
deformed!y miſ-placcd. To be ſhort, it is a ſimple 
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Againſt his naturall. ( orruption. 
body of contuſion, and:darkneſle: it isthe image 
of the Divel]; the draught,and proportion of Sa- 
than: it is in. egery'degree contrary to the image 
of God wherein at firit he made Man. 

Fris therctore idle, and fooliſh that the Paps/?s 
| pretend, who fay,that this naturall corruption,or 
concupilence wiuch Juſteth againſt the ſpirit, is 
not finne: Forthere is nothing moreabominable 
in the eyes of God then this body:for there is no- 
thing m-the world moredilonant, and comaric 


rovhe will of God,andthe image that he himſelte 
hathrnade z he feerh char the image of the Dine!l 


very member with finne: yea, when it worketh 
nor, bat lycth ftiil withour ſtirring, or mouing, ir 
is altogether hatefull before God,cuen as awolte, 
or aBcarcisto vs when helicth ſtill, and ſleepeth;. 
and as we know the Diuell is abominable before 
God, althongh heelyeth bound in chaynes of 
darkeneſſe;and ſealed vp inthe bottomleſle pie. 
Iud, 6. Rea. 20. 
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is therein, Tris truely a monſter, miſhapen in e- | 


lyeth, and hangerh vpon vs,cuen as our owne bo- 


hangeth ſo faft on, Heb. 12. 1.Forwhither we goe 
or ſtand, we carry 1t with vs as we doe our owne 
body, and fleſh. Yea, when wee were conceiued, 
formed, & had our being in our mothers wombe, 
ir receiucd alſo forme, and being with vs, and in 
vs,and ftickertr in vs as it were in our marrow,and 
bones ; and hangerh as faſt ypon vs, as the blacke 


| 


Secondly, this natnrall corruption is called | Zea/on 2. | 
a body, and likewiſe the fleſh, Gal. 5. 17. becauſe it ; Becauſeit han- 


. 1. ' 4$S OUr ©YVYNE þf 
die, or fleſh: therefore it is called the ſinne that fied. | 


B3 Kinne 


geth ypon ys 


Mat. 5-29.39. in holy Scripture, hands cut 


Skinne vponthe Moore, and the ſpotts vpon the 
Leopard, which doe ſpring of their owne nature. 
ler. 13.23. Henceit is that the reſtraining, and 
bridling of our ſ{infull Concupiſcence is termed 

of and eyes put out ;; it 
being as gricuous forvsto doeir,, as to dilmem- 
ber our (clues : yea, wearcas vnable of our lelucs, 
ro pur away this naturall corruption, as the Zeo- 
pard his ſpotes ; and as we our ſeluesare,to plucke 
of ory skinne, and lay alide ourfleth : nothing bur 
the hand of God is abletodoc it. «. . --1;c 

Now it followeth, that wee enquire why 1x, 15 
named a body of death: and for that there arethele 
reaſons. —- | 

Firſt, it is ſo called, becauſe it worketh the death 
both of the ſoule, and body of man. 'k 

This naturall corruption no ſoaner cnterct 
vpon the ſoule,but ickilleth ir ny ening 
it no more power to doethe will of God, then a 
bodic withouta ſoule hathgo performe the office 
of a man ; yea, it maketh itſtinke like a dead kar- 
kaſe inthe noftrills of God, P/al.53. 2. There 1s 
no carrion that hath lien long ftinking in a cor- 
| ner, cralles ſo full of filthy Maggorts and wormes, 
as the ſoule of tharman,m whomthis.comuption 
hath had vndiſturbed poſſefzan but a little 
while. 

Hence 1t is that the Scripture ſayth of vnrege- 
nerate men, that their throte is anopen Sepulcher, 
Rom. 3. 22. Out of whichi corrupt, and rotten 
conuerlarion proceedes. Zpheſ. 4. 29. And from 
whence 1s it (thinke you ) that this :noyſome 
ſtench 


[1 


| ſtench of fms, breakes forch tchowwugh the whale 
| world?bur fromthe foules of menuwitich lie dead, | 
| and-itinking, by meancsofl riis-muarall. corrup- | 
| TiO, | PCT? 
| _ Andlaokc, what it hath done: tothe toule, the 
| likealto hath ir done to the bodice ; it cates and | 
' conſumesrhatasamoath doth a Garment, P/ad. 
| 79; 12. Itislikea wolfe, orabeare;which hauing 
| taken a man by the throte, ſtill ſuckes his bloud, | 
and never leaves, rill all be vp. From whence | 
| comes it (rhinke you.) that man being ſuch an | 
admirable peace of worke; decayes, confumes, | 
and withers away-ti ſuch. ſhorc ſpace as wee ſec? 
Ic ariferh originaily, and principally from this. 
natera/lcorrupeion, which 1s inour bodies, as a ' 
moathmma-garmont, cating them;and conſuming | 
them by alitrle, and alittie: whereby ir plaincly 
appeares,thar this finne is the ting of death, both 
of foule, and bodie, I. Cor. 15. 56. | 
T he lamentable experience hereof, had.our firſt | 
Parents, 44w", and Eve, who, as ſoone as by their | 
diſobedicnce they had plucke vpon chemlelues | 
this corruption, (fort isthe very ſame wherwith | 
they were polluted, from whom ir is deicended | 
vnto vs)rhey felt in them(clues the fting of death; 
Foreuecn then their ſoules vtrerly loft their ſpiri- 
tuall life ; and their bodies, as it were, receiuing 
their deaths wound, beganne preſently to decay, 
being inthe firft place 5 aura. of that excellent, 
beauric,ard luſter wherewith they were cloathed. | 
For at firſt, they were more glorious and beautt- 
full in theiz bodies, then the Lillyes in Paradiſe; 
| B 4 : bur 
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Reaſon 2. 
Becaulſc it in- 
endreth and 
ringeth forth | 


2 broode of 


deadly fins. 


Reaſox 3. 
Becauſe it is 
deſtined to c- 
weclaſting 
death, 


| 


Paul bis .( omplant 
but when this filchie pollution had once ouer- 
runne them ; then beganne they to be aſhamed of 
their owne bodies, and to cover them : yea, this| 
ſinne ſo wrought vpon them,that by reaſon ther-: 
of, they could not remaine in Paradiſe, bur went | 
and hid themſcluesamongſt the trees of the Gar- 
den.Gen. 3. Such deadly,and deſtroying poyſon | 
both to ſoule and bodie there is 1n this corrupti- 
on. 

This naturall corroption, is alſo called a bode 
of death,becauſe it engendreth,and bringerh forth 
a broode of deadly finnes, 1am. 1.14.15. Which 
are nothing elſe bur dead workes. Heb. 6.1. Dauid 
hauing commirted thoſe two great, and haynous 
{innes of Adultery,and Murther and being great- | 
ly humbled,and broken in hart for the ſame,went 
(as one would ſay) toſecke out the fountaine by | 
the ſtreame, and co enquire, how it might cqne 
to paſſe that he ſhould ſo exceeding foolilhlyfor- 
get himſelfe ; and he findes his naturall corrupti- 
on to be the originall cauſe from whence thoſe 
moſt hateful! , and deadly crimes did proccede, 
Pſalme 5 1.5. Wherefore in this regard, with good 
cauſe is it termed, a bode of death. 

Ir is likewiſe called a body of death, becauſe it is 
deſtined ro eucrlaſting death,asthe man in whom 
It ratgneth, Rom.6.23. Eucn as David was called a 
Cnhilde of death, not onely,becauſe he had killed 
another, but becauſe he himſclfe had deſerucd to 
die: So, this corruption is likewiſe called a bedie: 
of death, becauſe itis condemned to die, and to 
dcarh it muſt goe, Colef: 2. 5, Gal. 5. 24. Yea, itis 

; 2 
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[:: Heat his naturall C, orruption. 


a matter of ſuch conſequence,that whar man ſoe- 
uer doth not in this life begin to kill, and crucifie 
this monſter, he himlelfe ſhall dic eternally. As 
the Apoſtle layth, Roms: 8. 13. 1f you "0g 0 the 
fle(þ yee ſhall die, (that is to ſay, eternally, for wee 
muſt al] die once, Heb: 9. ver:27.) but ifby the ſpi- 
rtt yee mortifie the deedes of the bodie, that is, of this 
wicked body of {inne, which is condemned to 
dic, Rom: 6. 6. yee ſhall lime. Thus then ftands it 
with this naturall corruption, this hatefull vgly 
monſter, that vnleſſe we begin to kill it while we 
are here, it will not onely bring vpon vs the ſpi- 
rituall death of our ſoules, and the temporall 
death ofour bodies, but alſo the eternall death of 
both, whereby we ſhall perifh for euer. Yea, wee 
have all of vs alreadie deſerved, that we together 
with our naturall corruption,or {inful flcſh,ſhould 
beplucktour of the Land of the liuing, and caſt 
into cuerlaſting darkeneſſe, where is weeping, 
| wayling, and gnaſhing of recth. But herein appea- 
reth the wonderfull, and vnſpeakeable louin 

| kindneſſe, patience, and long (uffering- of God, 
inviting vs to repentance, and ſaluation, in thar 
there is ſpace giuen vs here wherin to repent, and 
crucifie this body of death. T hercfore it iFthe 
greateſt madneſſe that can be in the world, that 
a poore, wretched. condemned cayrtifſe, dares be 

{o bold, as ro put off from day to day his Repen- 

tance, and the mortifying of the wicked body of 

his originall corruption,which he knowes norin |- 
how ſhorta time may bring him 1ato cuerlafting | 


2 Pce. 3. 9+ 


rdition. 
as * Behold, ' 


Rom. 2.4; | 
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Behold, theſe are the reaſons for which the A- 
| poftle nameth our natural! corruption,  boate of 
— ue _— death, from wheaccarilerh this oblernation ; thar | 
vinall corrup- | the original corruption, wherem wee were all concei- 
ron wherein | ged, and borne, is a moſt deformed, miſhapen boate of| 
_ death; a monſter altogether vgly,and fearefull. Which 
borne,isa | is manitelt, in that it not onely corrupteth, and | 
| _— |d:ſtroyech foule, and bodie; bur alſo bringeth ! 
ſhapen body | them both into cuerlaſting condemnation, vn- | 
efdeath, | lefſe a courte be taken inrtime, as it was plainely | 
proucd in the opening of the Text; and may ailo 
| turther be gathered, our of this, that the Apoſtle 

| himſelte crycrh ouc lo carneſtly,and complainerh 
that he 15 a miſerabie man, becauſe hee was trou- 
bled, and oppreſſed therewith. 

For this cauſe 1> it, that naturall, vnregenerate 
men, in whom the corrupr fl:ſh hath the vpper- 
hand, are ſo commonly in the Scriptures compa- 
red to moſt noylome, and hurtful] Creatures, as 
Serpents, and Vipers, Mat-23.33. Lyons, P/al:10. 
| 9.Beares, Pro: 28. 15. Rauvening Wolues, Aar:7. 
15. Wilde Swine, P/al:$0.13.wilde Aſſes, 1b 1 1, 
12. Foxes and young Foxes which ſpoyle, and 
bring to naught eucry thing about which they . 
cortie, Cant: 2. 15. Yca, the naturall man is ſayd | 
{ro have the Duel] to his Father, 704: 8 .44.So that 
a child is not more like to his Father, then an vn- | 
regenerateman, ſpiritually, is ro the Diucll; and 
tudge you, what a monſtrous thing this is, thar 
man, which was created after Gods owne image, 
fhould now bee likened vnto thoſe Creatures a- 
foreſaid, not onely in ſomereſpeRs(as God him- 


ſelfe 


[ 
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ſelfe is, vnto ſome of chem ) but euen in the moſt 
odious, and hatcfull things tharare in them; and 
not onely ſo, bur in ſinne and wickedneſſe to re- 
{ ſemble the Divuell himielte roo ; therefore the 
Scripture ſayth of carnall men, which hauc no- 


pen Sepuichey : the poyſon of A ſpes, is under their lips: 
their mouth is ſull of curſing, and bitterneſſe : their 
feete are ſwift to ſhea bload : deſtruction ond calamity 
are in ihrir wayes as in the way of ſome dcuouring 
{| Monſter, which dcttroyes, and ſpoyles all things 
where he pailech, or comes. 

For this cauſe 1s it, thar the Saints of Go », 
whoſe eyes he hath opencd forto lee the harctul- 
ncflc ofthis Monſter, our natural} corruption, 
(which wce all brought with vs intorhe world 
trom our Mochers wombe) had rather die, then 
fulfill che luſts thcreof, which are alwayes againſt 
God,and contrary to his holy Commandements: 
Such is the nature of zhes body of death, thar it will 
no longerdo any worke of God, then it may with 
profir, or pleaſure; and when eythcr of thele is 
croſt, then farcwell obedience. 


Law of God, thata!l men muſt worſhip the Gol- 
den Image, orels be caſt into the fiery foarnace; 
natural corruption, fleſh, and bloud will traighr 
way conclude, thar it is beſtro obey the King;but 
the Saints of God, which know the harefulincle 
ofthis Monſter, will rather vndergoe the punith: 

menethen giue it his deſire. If that adulterous 
woman Potiphars wife, ſhould goc about to draw 


ching in them bur nature, that cherry throte, is an o- 


It Nabuchadnezzar commands contrary to the |. 


Rom. 3.13.14. 
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oſephto commit tolly with her, this monſter, our| 
naturall corruption would preſently conſent; but 
Jeſephthe ſeruant of God, rather then he will doe 
ſo, will leaue his garment behinde, and vcnture 
his life too, for he knoweth thar this body of death | 


is a fearefull, vgly monſtcr, the luſts whereof arc 
enmitic to God. 


felues, whoſe toy, delight, and chietcſt happines | 
is placed in plealing their corrupt, & ſinfall fleſh, | 


Yea,the accurſed, varegenerate wretches them- 


and whole onely care, and ftudie, is tofatisfie the | 
ſaſtes of this vile, and filthy monſter, ſo that they 
cannot ileepe, till ſuch time as they hane ginen it 
its fill of diſobedience and iniquitie; when they | 
once, thorough ſome ſtirring of their conſcience 
come to haue their eyes opened, whereby they 
beginneto percciuc the terribleneſſe of this mon-| 
ſter, they become hatefull,and fearefull vnto their 


owne {clues, and okentimes murther themſclnes, 
hoping thereby co get out of the ſight, and pre-| 
ſence of thar grim, & helliſh monſter, which now 
they begin to fee in themſclues, whereat they are 
aftrighred : as It came to paſle with /udas,and ma- 
ry others. 

Now, the reaſons for which original[ſinne, or 
naturall corruption may truly be held to be ſuck | 
an hatefull, and deadly monſter, may(belides that; 
| which ſhall be hereafter ſpoken) beraken out of 
thoſe reaſons which we haue already ginen in the 
opening of the Text, wherein wee ſhewed where- 
fore this naturall corruption is termed a hodie. of 


| death. And iffo be, thatit bee a monftrons thing 


when 


——_ — 
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Againſt his naturall ( orruption. 
when jna bodic, the members are all miſhapen, 


and miſplaced, and moreover, in themiclues ex- 
ceedingly depraued; ſo muft this naturall corrup- 


inthe vnderftanding, which ſhould be gouernour 
and leader of the will, and fleſhly Juſtes, and affcc- 
tions, nor one]y lieth ſubdued vnder them both, 
but alſo is in it ſelfe veterly obſcured, & darkned: 
and the will, ana afteAtons in themiclues alroge- 
ther peruerted, and diſordered, 

Furthermore, itthe death,and pollution of bo- 
dy, and foule; if a deadly broode of all manner of 
haynous,and deadly (inncs ; nay,it eternall death 
and damnation are moft odious, and terrible 
things, then this naturall corruption muſt ncedes- 
| be judged ro beea hatefull, and fearcfull ching, 
which occafioneth, and bringeth forth all theſe 
things, as was made manifeſt before in the open- 
ing ofthe Text : Wherefore we conclude, as wee 
beganne,that the naturall corruption wherein we 
were all conceived, and borne, and which we all 
brought into the world with'vs from our mothers 
wombe, is a-moſt vgly, deformed body of death, 
a fearcfull, and deadly monſter. 


tion necds be heldtobe a monftrous thingwhers- | 


—— 
_—— 


- 


| Nomw,let vs ſee what Vie wecan make of that 
which hath beene ſpoken, and in the firſt place | 
here is great cauſe of mourning,andlamentation, 
even, becauſe that although this body of death our 
naturall corruption, which in enery place is 
knowne by the name of brittle, weake, and cor- 
ropt flcſh, bee ſuch an abominable, and deadly 
| monſter, asthat it deſerues, and oughe to bee of | 
Tt - euec-- 
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[rhat will doe it, although they ſhouid eat and 


Paul his Complaint | 
cucry one perſecuted, and hunted, euento death ; 
yet, is lo generally lerued, and obeycdin the luſts 
thercef as at this day itis. Behold, and marke the 
courſe of the world,and conſider well the ations 
of the moſt part ot men, and you ſhall tinde, that 
they tend chictely to the fulhilling, and (attsfying 
the deſires of this horrible monſter, their corrupr 
fleſb,ro the (uſteyning and ſapporting of ic,and ro 
the gluing it che hill of whatſoeucr it requireth : if 
it will haue men eattill they ſurfcr,and drinke till 
they be drunke,you ſhall find multitudes of them 


drinke vp goods, bodies, and ſoule, and all : it ir 
luſteth aftcr wantonneſle,you ſhall find thoſe that |. 
fir, and addreflſe them(e]ues for that alſo, by lur-|' 
king here and there in corners, gazing, and ſta- 


ring ont at Windowes, and doores, and frequen- 


ting diſhoncſt places ; or by vling idle,and immo- 
deft exerciſes, as laſciuious danncing, wanton 
ſporting,amorous ſongs,corrupt androtten com- 
munication, ſtuffed with vaine, and vnfruitfnll 
eſtes, and prophane paſlages, and that,vpon the 
 Sabboth day, the which although ſome ſeeme to 
obſcruc and keepe, by reſting from the workes of 
their calling, and ſerving the world ; yet you ſhall 
have the ſame men prophane, and violate thar 
bleſſed day,which God hath ſer apart for his own 
ſervice, by doing the workes of their corrupt 
fleſh,and royling to ferne it inthe luſtes thereof,as 
in taking their carnall ſports, and ſach pas-times 
a$their baſe and (enſuall affetions ſhal lead them 
_ when they ſhould be beſt employed in ſpiri- 

| tuall 
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tuall exerciſes. Wheras, if they faw thcir ſpiritual 
eftarc,and were ſenlible of rhe wants thereof, they | 
would thinke one day too little forthem to (pend” 
in bewayling cheir fins & miſerics, in prayer, me-; 
| ditarton, reading, and hearing the word of God : 
or if they did bur know, and duely conſider the 
wondcriull bountitulneſſe, mercy, patience, and 
long-(ufftering of God, who hath 1o ately pro- 
refed them, to carctully provided for them, and 
fo mercifully ſpared them, notwnhſtanding their 
ſinnes & vnworthineſle ; they would thinke that: 
time rather too ſhort then too long for them to. 
bleſſc him, and prayſe him cnough; andto ſpend} 
_ [in godly and fancrified diſcourſc,and conference | 

vpon thoſe things which appertaineand tend to 
Gods glory, and their owne mnruall comfort,and' 
edification in the knowledge of our Lord and Sas 
viour Icſus Chriſt. 

Furthermore, how many doe wee ſee, whoſe 
daily praRiſe and trade of lif2 1s, to fulfill, and ſa- 
risfic the luſtes and deiires of this vile, and vgly 
monſter, their corrupt fleſh, in lying, deceining,' 
viury, ſecking vniawfull and vngodly gaines, | 
ſlandering, and d1ckoiting their neighbours, va-! 
dermining for oth-es, and places of dignitie, by a, 
thouſand vngod!y, and (iniſter meanes,and dcui-! 
ſes, and infinite wayes cls, which would be roo! 
long here t:> br rzpcated,ſothatitis athing moſt 
lamenrable, and never enough 0 be bewayled, 
that Man, thar cxcell-nt creature, which art firſt 
was create-!,t > /erue rhe Lord his God in holineſſe, 
and righte u/neſſe all the dates of his gg,to his cuerla- 
LD G4 fting 
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ſting comfort, ſhould be found co be ſo baſe,as ro; 
{ell himſelfe to be aſlauc,and a drudge to his agr-? 
tuptand ſinfull fleſh, and to ſerue it in the vile, 
and contemptible luſtes and appetites thereof, to 
his cucrlaſting woe and deſtruction:yea,[ ſay,that 
it isa thing altogether lamentable, that this boaje 
of death, this pernicious, and deadly monſter, our 
naturail corruption ſhould be thus diligently 0- 
beyed, and ſerued, notwithſtanding the wages 
thereof be death eternall both of ſoule, and bo- 
dic; when in the meane time, the ſeruice of our 
good, and gracious God, is viterly negleed,and 
yet the reward which hee offercth 1s cuerlaſting 
toy, and happineſle. 

In the ſecond place, this ſerues to warne, and 
admoniſhall the children of men that they rake 
good norice of this cruell, and deadly monſter 
which keepesall this quarter in the world, and: 
which they all haye brought with themſelucs 1n- 
tothe world. When ſome noyſome beaſt is dil-| 
couered to be in a Countrey, the people of the 
ſame are notalittle m.oued therewith : how doc 
they beſtirre chemſelnes, conſult, and lay their 
hcads, and helpes together, to chaſe ir,or enſnare 
it, thatthey might by ſome meanes bring it to 
death?how ſhall we then behave our ſelues, which 
haucreceiucd ſuch credible, and ccrtaine infor- 
mation, thar ſuci a pernicious, and deadly mon- 
ſtcr, as the corrupt fleſh, is riſen vp amongſt men ? 
ſhall we be 1dlc, and ſecure ? ſhall wee nor beſtirre 
our {elucs, and looke about vs, and ioyneall our 
forces rogetheparo kill, and deftroy this fcll, and 

; cruel] | 


Againſt his naturall Corraption. | 
cruell monſter ? Seting ir hath becne ſo manifeſt- 
ly, and vndeniably made to appeare vato vs, that 
valeſſe we kill ir, 1t will kill and deſtroy vs, and 
that eternally, Row. 8. 13. And to the end that 
the Apoſtle might the more thoronghly make vs 
to vnderſtand this, and conſequently the better 
| deterre, and affright vs from the loue and ſeruice 
| ofthis ourcorruptflcſh, which we ſo gladly and 
readily obey ; hecalls it in our Text, abodie of 
derth ; now there is nothing more terrible, and 
fcarefull ro man then death ; yer there 1s nothing 
more pleaſing vnto him, then to obey his corrup- 
tion inall its filthy luſtes, notwithſtanding the A- 
poſtle declareth it ( how-ſoeuer it flacteririgly 
laugherh, and (mileth vpon a man ) to bea dead- 
ly, anddeſtroying monſter, a body of 4cath, hauing 


—— IR 


nall death, wherwith it giueth the deaths-wound 
to cuery carcleſſe,and vnprouident perſon which 
ſerueth , and obeycth it : cuen as 10ab did vnto 
Amaſa when he embraced him, 2. Sam, 3. - 
Wherefore euery one that loueth his ſoule, muſt 
lay to heartthe Apoſtles admonition, Rom. 1 3.4. 
Put ye onthe Lord leſs Chriſt, and take no care for 
the fleſh, to obey it in the luſtes thereof; yea, hee muſt 
ſethimſelfeagainſt his corrupt fleſh, which is no 
other thing then a moſt dangerous monſter, how 
{iyeer, and louely ſocuer it ſecmeth to be : he muſt 
| in nothing take care to pleaſe, and obey ir, for 
then itwill grow more ſtrong, and hurtfall ; bur | 
he muſt weine it of its luſt, and denic it of what- 


ſoever it deſireth, and fo cructhe it, and by littl- 
D and 
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in it ſelfe the ſling both of temporall, and eter- | 2 Cor. 15:56, 
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and lirtle,as it were, hunger-ſterue it, that he him- 
ſelfe may Jie. Wharwe are to know and doe fur- 
ther as t2uching this body of acath, (hail be decla- 
| red in the parts of the Tex, which nou tollow to 


| be handled. 

| 
The pegong 2. Who it is which here complaineth a- | 
oi the lecon« : oO # | 
part of thc gainlt this bo.i) of death: 
Text, 


| 
| T isrhe Apoſtle himfelſe which complainerh a- | 
| 2atnſt the body of death, which was in him: tor 
in theverie following, he {peaketh of himtfelfc, 
and ſayth avris eye, / my{cife, and thus ſpeaketh | 
he cuery wherc, notas being vnregencrate, but as 
having an vnfained, and {1ncere Joue and delight 
= inthe law of God, which fleth and bloud did ne- 
- [ucrreach him, in which regard alſo, by the refti- 
| mony of tic Plalmiſt, he may be knowne to bee 
| bleſſed, P/al. 1.2. From hence followeth this 0b- ! 
| Doctrine 2. | ſernarton.T he body of ſunne, and of deathis in the beſt, 
_—_ regen that is, the natvrall corruption which maketh man of 
which muketh | þ119;ſelfe vnapt, and onfit to any good, and prone an 
| otsSgo F realize toall euill,is enen inthe beſt and moſt hol yofall; 
vofic to ans | This appeareth out of that the Apoſtle himſelte 
c +=" og here complaineth rhat it was in him, who with- 
FE hebel ang Out doubt, was one of the beft Chriſtians in the 
mod! holiclt of. world at that time: and he further declarcth vnto 


| Gods cul | vs thatthe faithfull Camong whom he ſhurs him- 
- |ſelfcalſo )) while they are here vpon earth (how | 
| farre ſoeuer they are proceeded inthe new birth) 
| doe know bur in part, 1.Cor.9. 10. 11. 12. And 
| he {ayth ofthe Theſſalonizms, that there was ſome. 


EE thing! 


: 
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thing wanting in their faith, x. The. 3-Io. When 
in another place, hewitnefſerth of them,that vnto 
othcr Chriltians they were notable cxample<,and 


pall:ons vnto which other ot Gods children are. | 


| 149.5. 17.and all the children of God are ſayd to 


hauc in them fl-/bly concnpiſcences, which ſtrine a-| 
gainſt their ſoule. 1. Pet. 2. 11. The beſt as long as| 


they remaine in this life haue alwaycs ſomewhat | 


ly appearcth, that there is in euery one an cull] 
eyc, which muſt be pluckr out; and a bad hand, 
that muſt be cutoff. Mar. 9.43. &c. 

Here it may be asked,why God doth ſuffer his 
bett Ch:ldren thus to be oppreſſed, and cumbe- 


red with this body of death, fo long as they liue 
here vpon earth? 

Firſt, God dorh it for the greater glory of him- 
ſc]fe, and of his children, and the greater ſhame, 
and diſgrace of the Diuell: for truely, it tendeth 
prcatly tothe pray ſc and glory of God,and to the 
honour of his children,and to the ſhaming of the | 
Diuell; that he knoweth how,& is able to keepe, 
and preſerue ſuch weakeand fecble veſlels againit 
all the power of Hell,and to make them conque- 
rours ouer Sathan, in that very fl-(h which 1s © 
polluted with finnc, and was once depraued by 
the Diuell. 

Secondly, the Lord doth it becanſe it is ft thai 


there ſhould bee a difference pur betwecne the 
D 2 curſcd 


p 
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patternes of true faith. x Theſ. 1. 7.8. Yea, in this| 
regard Elias himielte, was ſubiett vnto the ſame | 


9 


in them which they muſt crucifie, which they muſt Gal. 6, 24. 


ol. 3. x. 


mortifie thorough the ſpirit. Whereby it maniteſt- | Rom, v. x 3. 


Reef 


Anſw. 
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curled carth, and blefled heauen ; ro be without 
finne, and.trce from combat with it, is a preroga- 
tive and priuiſcdge belonging onely to the {cate 
royal, and court otheauen - it cannor be that we 
ſhould entoy it here vpon carth ; no, we mult long 
aftcr the fruition of it in heauen. 
 Omelt. It may be demandedagaine,that {ecing the ve- 
[ry beftare polluted with this natural] corrupt1- 
on, what difference is there then betweene the 
 childrenof God, andthe children of the world, 

| betwecne truc belecuers, and carnall men ? 
Anſw. T herc is as great difference berwcene them as 
is betweene the darkeneſlc of the darkeſt night, 
and the light ofthe morning at the breake of the 
day, aswe heard before; ya, the difference be- 
eweene the carnall, and-ſpirituall man, inreſpe&t 
of chis inherentcorruption,is great eucry manner 
of way : for in the vnregenerate man,this monſter 
of {inne, ſitreth, as it were, vpon athronc, ruling, 
and having dominionin his heart, where it com- 
mandeth,and is obeyed in euery thing. For expe- 
rience makes it plaine , that there is nothing 
wherein worldly mcn doe take more delight and 
pleaſure, then in ſerving their corrupt fleſh in all: 
15 Juſtes, whether it be in couetouſneſle, volup- 
tuouſneſle, pride, ambition, or in any thing clſc 
whereunto their appetites carry them. But on the 
contrary fide,in the children of God, (howſloeuer 
it hath place in them, yer ) it ſitteth not as vpon a 
throne, ruling, and commanding as a King, but 
lyeth, as it were,ſtrerchediourt vpon aracke,where 
| thorough the working ofthe ſpirit it is euery day 


; | more| 


he matte. | 
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more and more dif joyntcd, weakned, and mor- 
tified. Furthermorc, the daily praiſe of the true 
Children of God is, not co rakecare forthe ficſh, 


the will of God, asthe Apoſtle did. 1. Cor. g. 27. 
Here by theway we may conſider the cxcced- 


{ons which ſerue the fleſh, and live in {tnne, who 
when they once heare, that all men, yea, the very 
beſt are (infull, and.thac the moſt holy and ſan&i- 


with the (infull fleſh; then beginne they. to iultifie 
them(clues, and to fay,we hauc all drunke of one 
cup ; he that 1s without ſinne Jet him caſtthe firſt 
ſtone atme; have I my imperfeRions ? Another 
hath his; Iam nor alone, I hope I ſhall ger into 
heauen as well as another zand ſo they ſet them- 
{clues in cquall degree with the true Children of 


ly men, and children of the world. 

Bur thou miſcrable man which ſpeakeft after 
this manner, vnderſtandeſt thou nor? or wilt thou 
not vndcrſtand,that there is a great difference be- 
rweene having the ſinfull fleſh in one, and figh- 
ting with it;and having itin one,and louing and 
ſcruing it in the luſtes thereof ? Is there no diffe- 
rence betweene chaſt 7o/eph, who being (et vpon 
by Potiphars wite, and tempted to commit folly, 
ranne away ; and betweene the light,and wanton 
.-woman,who ſoughtto draw him vnto it? Is there 
no difference betweene a modeſt, and chaſt Ma- 


to obcy it in the luſtes thereof, as carnall men doe, | 
butto bcate ir downe, and bring it in bondage to | 


ing ſortiſhneſſe of many pooure,and wretched per. | 


tied haue their wants and defeRts,and are clogged | 


God ; they theml(clnes being no other then fleſh- | 
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| tron, who hauing a Ruffian in her houſe, reſiſteth 
| him, ſtrinerh againſt him, ſeeketh by all mcanes 
to drive him our, and cryerh out carneftly, O 
wretched woman that ] am, who thall deliver me 
from this wicked villaine? and berwcene a laſciui- 
ous woman which reioyceth, and 1s glad thatthe 
Ruffan is in her houle ; which maketh a bed for 
| him, and ſolacerh her (clte with him: fo is there 
| great difference betweene you, which /er ſin razgpe | 
tn your mortall bodies,that you might obey it in the luſts 
| thereof. Rom. 6. 1 2.and betwcene the ſeruants of | 
| God which wreſtle, and fight with it,and liboar to | 
beat it downe, and bring it in [ubiection.1 Cor.g 2 6 

) 


Yea, there is ſo great difference (marke it wel 
that you with your {intull ficſh ſhall be caſt into 
Hell, whcre you ſhall eternally be tormenred,if in 
time you repent not; where on the contrary (ide, 
the Children of God ſhall be freed, and delivered 
from their (infull fleſh, and be exalted into Hea- 
ven : yea, behold, there is ſo great difference be- 
tweene you two, that the one ſhall be damned, 
andthe other ſaued ; the one goe to heaucn, and 
the otherto he!]. 

Buralthough this naturall corruption is not a- 
Itkc in all men, yetit ts truely in all men, and that 
in the very bcſt, as daily experience teacheth : for 


| 


Againſ! his naturall ( orruption. 


Firſt, chis ſzructh to incite, and ſtirre vp every 
one to waike warily and circumſpettly, ſecing 
that we carrv about vs, and in vs ſuch a bodic ot 
 finne, and of death ; ſuch a deadly and deccirtu)l 
monſter as thc Aattering fieſh, which always licth 
in ambuſh ro cntrap the ſoule, and is conſpired 
' with the Diucll to bring it vnto dettruftion. Shall 
, we not then ſtand vpon our gard ? Shall wee not 
| ' warch and pray, and pur on all the Chriſtian Ar- 
, mour of prootz to detend our ſejues witha!l? how 
can a povore man eſcape deltruttion,and condem: | 
nation, ithe jooketh not well to himſelfe, lecing 
heis ſobeſer on every fide, within and without. 
' with ſuch dangerous, and cruell enemics. Admit 
that a Frontier towne be ſtraightly beſieged wich 
aſtrong Army without ; and hath within it muti-| 
nous fouldicrs, which alwayes ſecke their oppor-| 
tunitie to betray, and deliuer it over into the enc-! 
mics handes; how can luch a Towne bee fate 1t| 
| good watch be not kept? Maſt irnot of necefhrie | 
| be waſted, and ranſacked,vnleſſerhe Citizens doe 
take morethen common care, and diligence to! 
| ſecure themſelues? We {ce it is bad enough with 
a Citric in fuch a caſe, ler it doe the beſt itcan : 
and even thus ſtandeth it with vs; the Divellrun-'/ 
neth round about vs, ſecking to denoure our, 
{oules, the corrupt Acſh i is within vs readie to be- 
tray our ſ2ules into his hands; howthen can wee 
auoid deſirution, if we be ſecure, and negligent, 
For this cauſe fayrh the Scripture, 1fthe r1ghteous | 
| ſhall ſcarcely he ſaned, where ſhall the ſinner, and w#-| 
| oodly men appeare. 1.Pet. 4. 18. If thatthe Apoſtle 
D 4 Paul 
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Paul was thus troubled, and grieued with the {in | 
that cleaued (© faſt vato him, which was then vp-. 
on his guard, and ſtrove mantully with ir; which 

had then denied himſelfe, and made it his conti- 

nuall praQiſe, and trade to beate downe and kill 

this bodie of {innc, 1. Cor.9, 27. What will then 

become of ſecure and negligent men, that take 
no more care for their noble and precions ſoule, 
then as though there were no deceirfull Sathag 
alwayes ſeeking his aduanrages ro cnter vpon it, 

nor any corrupt fleſh, and body ofdcath to kill 

and putrifie it ? It (hall ſarely come vnco themas 

the Apoſtle ſfayrth , when they (hall [ay peace and 
ſafetie, then ſhall come vpon them, ſudaaine deſtructi- 

on, as the trauayle vpon a woman with childe, and they 

ſhall not eſcape, 1. T hel. 5 3. vnleſle in rime they 

preuent it. 

And it is moſt certaine, that all this ſecuritie, 
which is in worldly and carnall men, ariſeth one- 
ly from this, that they neither thinke, nor conſ(i- 
der that thcre is a whole kingdome of darkneſle, 
and all the power of hell vp in armes for to de- 
ſtroy their ſoule : and a whole bodie of death,and 
of {inne within them,which is enermore readie to 
betray chem into the hands ofthe deſtroyer: this 
ignorance isthe cauſe, and ground of all their ſe- 
curitie ; for did chey but {ce how mighty and cru- 
cll theirenemies are ; and whardeadly, and poy- 
ſonous concupiſcences they carry in their bo- 
ſomes, they would ſurcly be affrighted,and trem- 
ble, and cry ont with the Apoſtle, as if they were 


in ſome great exigent, O wreiched man that 1 am, 


who | 
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who ſhall deliuer me from this bodie of death? 
Wherefore we muſt (uffer our ſclues to be ad.. 
moniſhed, cuermore to ſtand vpon-onr guard, to 
pray, to haue God alwayes betore our eyes, and 
often to heare, read, and mcditate on his Word, 
and to follow his will reucaled therein: thoſe thar 
are ſubic& to any diſeaſe in their bodie, as the 
tone, the gout, or the like, when they beginneto 
perceive any {igne of their old griefe, they pre- 
tently make their moane, and complaine of it, 
and live more _— & reſpeiuely, auoidin 
what(ocucr may further and encreaſe their dif 
caſe; & viingall meanes to haue tt cured ; ſo muſt 
we alſo doe forour ſoules, vnleſle by giuing over 
all care of them, we brand our ſelues with the | 
marke of men reprobated, and giuen vp of God, 


In the ſecond place, this ſerueth forthe iuſt re- | 77+ 2. 
proofe of the exceeding great blindneſle, -and |Xiuf roofe 
UCcN as 


ſortiſhneſſe of many worldly, and carnall men, | cornea them-| 


who becauſe they lead an outward ciuill ljfe a- | ſelaes witha |} 
his cull life. 


mong their neighbours, paying cuery 

owne,and defrauding no man ofa penny,astheir 
manner of ſpecch is, are therefore accuſtomed to 
tuſtifie them(clues before God, and beare them- 
ſelucs in hand, that they haue no nced to feare 
hell, yea, heauen is their duc; notwithſtanding, | 
they are conuinced In conſcience, that rhey are 
ſinfull, yet they know no other finncs that they 
haue, then ſome ſmall {innes, which they hold to 
be veniall, and thoſe they thinke are ſo few in 
number, that they need not to make any doubr 


of their ſaluation ; and in the meane time they 
E — _ forger oo 
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forger thar ( howſoener they carry tt outwardly ) 
there is a-whole body of death inthern, which ma- 
keth.chem accurſcd before God, and lyable vnro | 
erernall condemnartion:: this. they contider not, 
bur ſay in their heart, Fam-no thiete,no murthcr-| 
er, no drunkard, no. cheater, no whore-monger, | 
| Þcarrgoe to Church with my netghbonrs, [ need. 
norhidemy head forany man ; and why ſhould 
 rhey;teilmechen that I thall not come tokeauen | 
 ax-wellazanorher?And m themeanc while{(poore | 
men) rheythinke not what God hath toſay vnro 
chem;and what hecan alledge againft chem; they | 
weigh and conſider noctharrthere is a body of death 
inchem,which makerch themro bedamnable and. 
accuried before God, yea though while they live 
they ſhould neither moue, nor tte; andidoe nci- 
ther good, nor bad. 

BurO thou man that art thus minded, 
how lamentable is thy caſe? Thou haſt a: whole 
bodggof finncwithin thee, and thatas rhovu lieſt, 
| and feepeft : there is a monſtrous deformicie in; 
thee,which makerh thoe moſt abominable before 
God; and bcing noreouered will certeinly bring. 
thee tohell: chy aaturall corroption pofleſſeth 
|rhy ſont; killerh ir, and makerh ir ſtinke before 
God, Pal. 53. 2. Itdeftroyeth thy body allo; for 
from whence (thinkefFrhou) doth it come, that 
thy body is ſabic&tvnro ſo many paines, and dif.' 
eaſes; that it ſo decayerh, and conſumerh away *. 
commeth ir not from this inward bodie of finne, 
which hath in it ſelfe the ting of termporall and even. 
pall death. 1 Cor. 15.56. Sorthen yee need nor be 
+ 
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athiefe, or a murtherer,or an adultcrer, or adrun- 
kard,or adecetuer,oran vivrer:thou maycft chuſe 


| whethcr thou wilttake:fo much paines tor to goe 


to hell: remaine the (ame that thon art by nature, 


| andthou ſhalt noreſcapeit : continue Rtil] an olde 


wife vnto the olde Man, as by naturethou arr, and 
chon canſtnot be ſaued;thou muſt periſh, Zucx3, 
3- 5. if ſo be thouarr not renewed in the ſptritof 
thy minde; if the hand of God come not vpon 


thee ; if his ſpirit workerh notin thy hearr, and 


create in thee a new hcart, and anew ſpirit; if hee 
cauſcth nottke light of his grace to ariſe inthy 
hearr, thatthou mayeſt no longer remaine darke- 


j neſſe, but mayeſt be light as the day beginning to 


breake: if this(I ſay)be not wrought inthy heart, 
itis nor poſhble thatthou ſhouldeſt everenterin- 
ro the kingdome of heauen ; orinheritecternall 
life; for thou haſta bodie of death in theewhich 


will bri III death,exceptthou 


begin to kill the works ofthis body, which thou 
canft not doc but thorough the ſpirit, which by 
nature thou haſt not, neither canſt haue, but from 


God alone. 

O what alamentable thing is ir, thatthe natu- 
rall man is ſo blackiſh, and dull that heenor ſo 
much as once thoroughly conſidererh this; ad- 


|moniſh, and exhort:theſe men ro marke Gods 


word, diligently to repaireto the Congregation 
of rhe Falco watchand pray, to redeeme the 
time, and to worke ont their ſaluation with feare 
and trembling ; they caſt it in the wind ; they ſee 
noreaſon why they ſhould {o trouble themſclues: 

E 2 they 
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chey ſuppole it ſtandeth well enough with then, 
becaulc they are not {o. openly feandalous and of- 
tenſtuc in their conuerſation as others, and per- 
aduenture ſomewhit better then ſome of their 
neighoours,of whom they report that there is no 
goodnes inthem.: whenas they rhemſelues know 
nat yet what it. meancth to he renewed in the ip1- 


'rit of their minde ; and what it is to mortifie rhe 


deeds of the body thorough the ſpirir. 

Thirdly, let this ſeruc to.exhorrt all the people 
of Godto purfarre from them this opinion, and 
COnceite - worldly, and carnall men ; Jet vs giue 
our (clues no reſt, till we findethat we are renew- 
cdin the (pirit of our minde, and that wee haue 
ſome. power thorough the ſpiritto mortific the 
workes of this body of death: let vs atfotake heed, 
thatwe be not ſo fooliſh, as to ſecke our tuftifica- 
tion in our (clues,or in our owne works : nothing: 
but that which is perfe& can ftand before the 
judgement of God; but wee hauc a body of ſinne 
1 vs, which hinders vs from perfeion ; therfore 
tet vs ſeeke itonely in Ieſus Chriſt our Lord. 

Fourthly, this may moue vs to humilitic ; ſhall 
wc he proud, and inſolent, which beare about vs, 
and in vsa body of death; which are condemncd 
men,vpon whomby the law of God the ſentence 
of death hath already paſſed? Is it aſeemely thing, 
that perſons condemned, andreadie to be execu- 
ted, ſhould be prondand arrogant? ſhall we then 
be high minded, and grudging ? ſhall we bc enui- 
ous, and malicious ? ſhall we be wanton, and care- 
ieſſe, which have in vs a body of death, whereby we 

- ar 
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are lyable vnto eternall death ? Shall weein the] 
250 of our hearts, make of our body of death, a 

ody of inſolencie, and murmuring; a body of 
voluptuouſneſle, and mirth ; a body of wanton- 
neſſe, and icſting ? letthatbe far from vs: humili- 
tle becommeth condemned men. Abraham was 
hambled,becaulc he was but duſt and aſhes,Gen.18 
27. and ſhall not we be ſo too, which are nothing 
els baran accurſed lumpe ? 7%b was humbilcd, be- 
capſe the.ſores had oucrerunne his body : but the | 
naturall corruption hath ranne thorough all the 
parts and powers of our ſoule, and body,and ſhall 
we not be humbled? ſhall a man be caſt downe for 
a dilcale in the body? and ſhal] wee that are fo 
dcadly ſicke in foule, not be caſt downe ar all. 

Fiftly, here is matter of comfort, and encou-| Y/+ 5. 

ragement to all good hearts, who knowing that | 7 926minifter 
there is a body of death in them, are therewith vn- Ws we 
faincdly gricued, and troubled, and carneftly bu- | gainftthis 
ſied, and exerciſed in mortifying, and killing the | 9FP40n- 
ſame by the ſpirit, doe notwithſtanding feele. in 
themſelues the prickes of the fleſh, and the conti- 
nuall bufferts, and aſſaults of this body of linne : 
Behold my beloued brothers, and {iſters, bee not 
diſmayed, and thinke nor theretorethar you are 
Baſtards among the ſonnes of God : No, as you 
have before heard,itis the lot of allche Children 
of God : marke in all the foregoing verſes ofthe 
ſeuenth chapter to the Romares, whatihe Apoſtle 
himſelfe had to doe with his naturall corruption; 
be not then diſcouraged, bur-ſtand to it ſtoutly, 


and although the Devuill goes about to perſwade | 
| E 3 thee; | 


PP 
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thee, that thou art no child of God, becayſe thou 
feeleſt the pricke of the fleſh ſo ſtrong in thee; yer 
know forcerraine that in as much as thou ftriueſt 
manfully with thy corruptions, and doeſt not ſtu- 
dic to obey, and pleaſe them, bur ſeekeſt by the 
ſpiritto morrifie,and kill them ; know (I fay)rhat 
thou art a childe of God : continue therefore in 
thy ſpirituall combar; fighe valiantly ; and put on 
all the Chriſtian armour of fe ;and let this 
ſcrue to make thee long and deſire to be delivered 
from this body of death, and tobewith Chriſt;and 
in the meanetime be humbled in thy (elfe, and 
patient toward thy brother, ont of the ſenſe of 
thine owne imperfections : and ftriue not onely 
againſt this, or that ſinne, according to the man- 
ner of worldly men, ( whereby it appeareth that 


their heart is not vpright with God:)but with the 


Apoftle, fight againſt rhe whole bodie of ſinne, 
v{ing the meanes that God hath ordained where- 
by thon mayeſt ouercome, and avoiding all occa- 
ſions rhat may makethee fall :and ſo doing be 
aflured in thy ſelfe, that thns to firiue a- 
gainft thy natural! corruption, isan in- 
fallible marke, that thou art a 
Childeof God, and a ſure 
ground of ynſpcake- 
able comfort. 


LD 
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The Apoſtle his lamentation is two-fold : firſt, 
he declareth himſelfe therefore to be miſerable: 
- ſecondly, he wiſherh ro bee delivered. Of borh 
| which wee ſhall peake by Gods affiſtance: and 
firſt ofthis, thar the Apoſtle declareth himelfe ro bee 
miſerable, beeauſe he had thebodie of death in him. | 
i, O miſcrable man ( fayth the Apoſtle) who hall 
deliver me?It is very ftrange the Apoſtle lamencerh 
here after this manner : in other places he affirm- 
eth, and that confidently, that hee reioyced eucy 
in the greateſt tribulations, 2 Cor. 4. 8. Kc. 2 Cor. 
6. 4. &c. How doth he here then ſo mournefully 
complaine ? Did he ſpeake from his heart, when 
he ſaid, 0 miſerableman ? Was he notthena man 
lefſed ofthe Lord ? Was he not then aſſured of 
malvation? How commeth it then that he cal- 
leth himſelfe miſcrable? | 

Without doubt the Apoſtle ſpeaketh here in} ,,., 
ood earneſt, for he was then in a hor skirmiſh; 


and had little ttme, or cauſe to dally, of ieft: yea, 
; | ES © he|- 
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| he fpake not onely in carneſt,bur alſo vypon good 
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groundes, for the other afflitions wherein hee 
ſayth, hedid glory, and reioyce, were outward 


ioyce: but here he ſpcaketh ( as wee haue heard 
before) of his naturall corruption; of the finnc 
that hanged faft vpon him, and of the olde man, 


The bodie of 
{death hath 
theſe miſerable 
effets which 
follow, 


Tt defaceth the 


Image of Gol 


| arme, how doth hecry out,and complaine of his 


which he began to behold in all the parts, and 
members thereof; The which made him lament' 
and complaine in good earneſt, as being a thing 
out of which he could draw no comfortart all : in 
which regard he might inſtly account himſelfe to 
be miſcrable: For this boay of death conſidered in 
itſelfe, maketh a man truely wretched and miſera- 
ble, the which may ſufficiently be gathered out of 


briefely adde, that the body of death, in reſpe& of 
which the Apoſtle ſo carneſtly complainerh,hath 
theſe pores ry and curſed effets which fol- 
low. 

Firſt, ir defaceth, and deprauerh the Image of 
God, the which isathing alrogether lamencable, 
and miſerable. If a man doth breakea leg, or an 


mifery? What cauſe then 1s there of mourning 
and complaint, when the ſouleof man is broken 
ro peeces, and made vntit for cucry good 


terly depraued, and corrupted ? Wee ſee thatina 
mans body, when any member is wounded, or af- 
flited with any gricfe, the more worthie and ex- 


1 


1 


afllictions, wheretn in treth hee might well re-| 


the firſt part of our Text, whereunto wee will | 


vic? 
When the moſt noble and eminent of man ot 


cellent that member is, the greater is both the 
__ priefe, 


ly prickt, but wholly put out? When the moſk 
noble, and precious {oule is wounded, and that | 
to death ?rhkis is itthat made the Apoſtle cry our, 
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gricfe, and danger ofthe (orc - prick a man'in the 
arme, orthe legg with the point of a Needle, and 
he will both fecle it & complaine of ir; but pricke 
him in the apple of his eye, and that ſhall pierce 
him tothe heart, and make him cry our. If itbee 
ſo with the eye ofthe body, how great is the painc 
and gricfe, when the eye of the minde 1s not one- 


O mſerable man. h 

Secondly, Man thus depraued in ſoule by ori- 
ginall corruption, is by nature a childe of 4r/obe- 
dience, anda child of wrath, Epheſ. 2.2.2. Thatis, 
ynfit for the ſervice of God, & liable to the curſe 
of God; both which are miſcries beyond compa- 
riſon. 


Firſt, he cannot doe the workes of God : for he 
is asa broken tooth, which ſerneth for no vſe ar 


I 
| Being thus de. 


faced wee be- |} 


come the chil- 


all ; and asa broken arme wherewith a man can- 
not worke. "As ſooneasa man beginnes to frame 
himſelfe vato the ſeruice of God, hee findeth his 


that he willingly would doe, he cannot doeas he 
would: With thisare the children of God great- 
ly moued, howſocuerthe children of the world, 
which put not forth their ftrength to the ſcruice 
of Gad, feelemo inconnenience herein: euch as 
one that hath a broken legge, and lyerh ſtil!, fcel- 
eth notthe ſmart thereatſo much as he that is e- 
uer aſſaying to walke; and therefore they com. 
plainenor; neuertheleſle, this exceedingly grie- 


corruption euerto be in his way, ſo that the good | 


dren of wrath 
and difabedi- 


ence. 


{ 
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ncrh che (ctnants of Gad, and they acconnt it asa 
great miſery, that they can no bettcr performe 
cheir dutie ro God. 
Secondly, the natural! man is liable to the curſe 
of God, Deut. 27.26. He thatdeſtroycth the image 
of God, him will God deſtroy : This is itthat did 
caſt many ofthe Angcells our of heauen into hell : 
this droue 4dam out of Paradiſe, and makech all 
che tonnes of men ſubic vnto etcrnall death : 
and from hence doe ariſe all the plagues and pu-: 
niſhments which are inflited vpon man:now,as a 
man having committed murther, & being come | 
ro' himſelfz, acconnteth himielfe to be miterable, 
in regard of the offence, which maketh him wors- 
rhie of death, although he be neither apprehen- 
ded, nor condemned to die: encn fo it is with the 
children of God, who notwithſtanding thar they 
are dclivered (as the Apoſtle was) from: the feare of 
death, thorough our Lord leſws Chrift, Heb. 2. 15. 
yer becanſe they know that their (infulnefſe cau- 
ferh God to hide his cheareful countenance from 
chem, E/ay 59.2. Which is vnto them as bitter 
as death ir ſelfe,therefore they cry out vnfainedly 
becauſe of this bodie of death ; 0 9uſerable man. 
Now in that the Apoſtle himlelfe which had al- 
xeadie ina great meaſure mortified, and ſabdued | 
this body of death, 1 Cor.g, 29.yert nevertheleſſe.o 
pitifully complaineth againftir,whereas there are 
many thovutands that goe frolikely along, being 
never touched, much lefle troubled therewith, 
yet are as it were wrapped, and plonged oner head 


, 
i 
[ 


and cares, in {inne and iniquitie : from thence 
| followeth | 


| Againſt his natwall (orruption 
followeth this DoQrine ; The more ſanttified, end 
| holy that a man is, the more ſenſuble is he of his corrup+ 
tions, and the more troubleſome are they wnto hims, 
This is manifeſt, in thatthe Apo///e that was none 
of the greateſt ſinners,but one of the holieſt vpon 
theearth, yet maketh the greateſt complaint a- 
gainſt his corruptions;he reckoneth vp 2 Cor.11. 
| many, and ſundry bitter afflitions, and perſecu- 
tions, yet none of them maketh him cry out, and 
complaine ſo mournefully as he doth here, be- 
| cauſe of his naturall corruption, which he ſaw to 
| be the motherofall miſery. = 

| Thus Dasid, when through his folly hee had 
\ wounded kimlelfe with ſinne,gocth weeping vn- 
tothe boſome of his heauenly Father,and cryeth 
out with aloud voyce, Heale my ſoule O Lord, for a- 
gainſt thee haze 1 ſinned : But the Children of the 
world in the ſame caſe, wipe their mouth with the 
Harlot, and aske what euill they have done. 

Now the reaſons for which the regenerate, and 
true Children of God are ſo gricued with {inne, 
whereasthe children ofthe world are neuer toy-! 
| ched, much leſſe troubled therewith, are chiefly 
theſe, 

Firſt, the regenerate and true Children of God 
haue receiued ſpirituall life in them, whereby 
they hauca and feeling conſcience, which 
the Lord giueth them to keepethem from linne ; 
Burton the contrary ſide, the natural man is dead 
in ſinne, Fphe/. 2. 1. and hath a ſcared Conſcience | 


{ ible of Gnne, 


| Is 
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Becauſe they 
haue a feeling 


conſcience ſcn- 


1 Tim. 4. which isvtcerly paſt fecling,as it is ſayd, 
cheir heart is waxed far, that they cannot vnder- 
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Paul his ( omplaint | 
| ſtand M47.13.15.Henge it is thatthe Children of 
the world, being deadin finne, and dead in con; 
+: ſcience, can ſo cally digeſt all manner of finnes, 
and make ſo light of them; being accuſtomed nc- 
yer to lament tor the iniquitie, &offence of their 
ſins, but for ſome outward inconvenience, which 
they have procured vntothemſciyes in the world 
$ by their ſinnes, as loſſe, reproch, or the like: but 
the regencrate, being lining in ſoule, and quicke 
in con(cience, arc {en(ible of the leaſt prick of ſin, 
| ' the ſmart whereof cauſeth. them to cry out, 0 
| miſerable, @. 
- Secondly, the regenerate hatie their eyes open 
_ _ . | to lee the vglineſle of finne, and the harefull de- 
to ſeethe vgli- formitie ofthis body of death : they ſeerhar ir de- 
nefic of finne, | facerh the image of God in Man,maketh him vn- 
fic for the (eruice of God, and lyable to the curſe 
of God: they ſec that it diſhonoureth God, and. 
| prouoketh him to anger ; ſcandalizettt the 
; Church, grieueth the godly , and-reioycerh the 
| wicked, and-cauſeth the name of God to be blaſ- 
phemed, and his Goſpel] to be diſgraced : they 
| | ſee alfo, that hell, and erernall damnation doe 
hang at the tayle of {inne, how fweere, & pleaſing 
ſever it ſeemeth tobe : al] this doe they ſee, as a 
| _ thatis neere vnto God, who giveth great 
q ightvnto all them that are about him: they ſec 
| alſo, thatit ſhutteth Heaven, and opencth Hell : 
|  encreaſcth the heat of Hell-fire, for the vngodly,' 
| and hideth the comfortable light of Gods conn- 
| renance many times from his owne children : All 
1 this doe the Saints of God. ſee, + 1ich maketh- 
K them. 
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Againſt his naturall ( orruption. 


them ſo lament, and complaine of ſinne; bur the | 


children of the world becauſe they neither ſee, 
nor vnderſtand this, are nothing troubled with 
{inne, notwithſtanding rhey are trom top to toc 
polluted-rherewith. 

T hirdly, the regenerate and true Children of 
God, doe hate {inne with a perie hatred, P/alme 
97. x0. Where on the contrary f1de,the vnregene- 
rate doe loue it as much :yea,they haue their ſpc- 


clallbcloued linnes, ob 20. 12. Now wee know it. 


1saching nor a little grieuyous for a man to have 


one whom he hateth alwayesto be preſent with | 
him, in-his houſe, at histable, ar his fire, in his | 
bed, and euery where els, vnder his noſe; So it? 
gricucth the children of God not alittle, that the 
bodie of ſinne, and of death is in them, which 

they hate with all their hcarts, and wiſh that ir 

were drowned in the bottome of the ſca- bur it is 

not ſ@-with the children of the world, for they lo- 

ving ſinne, or not hating it, are nothing troubled. 
therewith, although they know it to be in them. 


Fourthly, the Saints of God haue learned to: 


judge of fin,according to the word of God, which 
declareth it to be the moſt odious, and abhomi- | 
nable thing that is, De#t. 25. 16. and herein have 
they alſo learned to renounce their owne vnder- | 
ſtanding : but naturall men doe judge of {finne ac- | 
cording to their owne carnall conceite, and good | 
meaning ; and being by nature lovers of ſin, they 
cannot, nor will not vnderftand thart it is ſo hate- 
full as traely it is ; and therefore, where they 
ſhould condemne themſclues for finne, they con- 
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demne the law as if it were too ſtrickt, and iudged 
too ſeuercly of (inne, 

Laſtly, as noelementin his proper place is hea-| 
uie; So finne 1n the natural] man, being in its 
right place is not grieuous : but it 1s otherwiſe 
with the children of God, | 

Now come weto the Vſesthat may be made of 


whether we be | for Examination, and triall : for, by this Doctrine 
' may euery man prove, and try himſclfe whether 
| he beachilde of God, or not; in which the: moſt 


this that hath beene ſpoken ; and the firſt ſhall be 


part of men are wanting, ſuffering them(elues ro 
be deccined in the caſe of aſſurance of faluation ; 
but it mnſt not be ſo; for, would a man be willing 
without proofe,and triall of himſelfe togo along | 
merrily, and laughing, with a hope of inheriting 
eternall life, and at laſt thorough wane of tryall, 
and examination. finde himſelfe deceiued in his 
expeQation, and becaft intocternall damnation, 
without hope of euer being delivered? Verily, I 
thinke not : therefore enery one muſt take the 
paines to proaue andexamine himſelfe, 

Now, here is an infallible Rule,for proofe,and 
iryall : Sec how thou art minded concerning ſin 5 
is it ſo, that when thou haſt thoroughly conſide- 
red thy wholeeſlate, and condition,and weighed 
inthy heart how cuery thing ſtandeth with thee, 
chou findcſt nothing that troubleth, and grieuech 
| rhee ſo much as {inne :and canft thoy, having all 
tHings at will, fit downe with the Apoſtle and 
mournebecauſc ofthy finnes, and cry out ynfai- 
nedly, 0 miſerable man, who ſhall deliuer me ? Wiſh- 


OE ing] 


| Againſt bis naturall ( arraption. 
ing above all things to be delivered from che bo- 
dic of finne,andro be freed from the power ther: 
of; oh thas iz a good ligne that chere is ſpiriegall 
lite in thee zrhar thon haſta ſpirituall eye openro. 
ſce the hatefnlneſle of finne: that thou thy felfe 
hatcft itnne, and indgeſt thereof according rothe 
word oft God,denying thine owne carnall conccie 
thcrein : and that (inne being in thee, is not in its. 
proper place. | 
Bur on the contrary fide, if ic bee {o wich thee. 
that chou canſt lamenr, and bewayle thy lofles,' 
and crofles in outward things, and art nothing! 
troubled for thy ſins; it isa very enill figne : canit; 
thou mourne, & gricue when thou haſt wounded | 
rhine arme; and doeſt thou make nothing of it 
when tin hath wounded thy ſoule,cucn ro death ? 
cank thou frowne when others haue diſpleaſed 
thec; and art thou not mooued at all, when thou 
thy [elfe haſt difpleaſed rhe God of heauen and 
earth? canſt thou rage, and take on with thy ſer- 
vanes for breaking a glafle, ora pot;and haft thou 
no holy indignation with thy ſelfe, when thou | 
haſt broken the law of God? Behold, ir isa ſigne | 
thou art in a bad caſe. Furthermore, canſt rhou, 
being poore and needie, lament,and bewayle thy, 
are, and cry our, 0 #i/crable man ? and canftthon! 
nor becauſe thou arr ſinfull cry our vnfainedly, 
O miſerabl: man ? Then it is greatly to bee feared, 
that thou art nor onely pooft in body,butalſo ac- 
{| curſed in thy pouertie, and want, if ſo be thou re- 
maineftthe ſane in ſoule as thou art, Againe, if 
chon hauing fpokena lye, beene angry, or perad- 
+ E 
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. | to be miſerable,becauſe they be ſinfull?and make 
| the ſorrow for their ſmnes, to exceed all their o- 
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nenturedrunke the laſt night, canft eaſily diſgeſt 
it, and goe on frolickly, without once being rou- 
ched at heart with any ſorrow toric; behold, it is. 
a lamentable ſigne, that thonart dead in fin, and 
art blind, nothauing an eye to {ee the hatcfulnes 
of finne; that thou hateſt not {inne as thou ſhoul- 
deſt, nor iudgeft of it as God doth : yea, that thou 
art alrogether in ſinne, and (tnae in thee, is in its 
owne place: Andto be ſhort, it is an infallible 
ſigne, thatif thou cryeſt not out becaule of thy 
ſinnes, O miſerable man,who ſhall deliver me ? T hou 
thy ſelfe art one of the moſt miſerable men that 
liveth vpon the earth. 

Secondly, here is great cauſe of monrning,and 
lamentation : For 1s 1t not a miſerable thing, that, 
ſinne, which is ſo common inthe world among 
name-bearing Chriſtians, and hath ſo many la- 
mentable effeQs,is {o little complained of by men 
and yetthe want of being troubled with ir,is ſuch | 
an infallible ſigne of a miſerable ſoule. Hath nor 
finne,as a ſea,oucr-flowne all places? goe vnto the 
houſes, ſhopps, markets, counſells, Courts,Con- 
ſiſtories, Chorches, orany place els, and it it bee 
full of men, you ſhallfinde itto be full of finne al- 
ſo : bur where ſhall you finde the holy complaint 
and ontcry of Pas/ againſt finne? Where ſhall you 
find thoſe that from their hearts hold themſelves 


ther ſorrowes, as theSaints of God were wont to 

doe? Nay, arethere not multitudes to bee found 

which harden themſelues in ſinne? and are ſo = 
. from 
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they reioyce, and take plicaſurcin ir, and are ar 
notime ſo much grieued, as when they cannot 
bring their ſinfull intents ro cfte, nortmaking a 


enough that they cat, and drinke, but they muſt 
cat, and drinke lintully, or cls they cannot bee 
metry : there are alſo thoſe rhat plough iniquitie, 
Hoſea 10. 13.thatare inuenters of wicked things, 
Rom. x. 20 Workers of vnrighteouſneſſe,pratti- 
tioners in finne. whole wili, and vnderſtanding 
arc onely imployed to plot, and deuile iniquitie, 
co cover, extenuate, and detend it with ſubtle Ar- 
guments, or {0 cunningly, and cleanly tocarry 
their ſiafull, and vngodly proieQs,that they may 
not be perceiued. There are likewiſe thoſe that 
live oncly in linne, whole meare, and drinke it is 
to worke iniquitie, Pro.4.16. There arcalſo thoſe 
that build their houſes, and hold them open in 
ſinne, as thoſe wicked and filthy Alehouſes, and 
worſe; & yetall theſe will giue themſclues out for 
true Chriſtians, and appropriate vnto themſelues 
the comforts and prerogatiues of the Children of 
God, when, remaining as they are, they haue no 

part inthem, which isa thing alrogerher lamen- 
table, and miſcrable. 

T hirdly, this ſcrueth to terrifie,and affright all 


from any remorſe of Conſcience for ſinne, that 


meale bur it muſt be wich ſinne,co whom ir is nor | 


ſe 2. 
To terrific all 


abſtinate, and hard hearred men, which drinke in 
iniquitie like water, and can without any ſorrow, 


moſt groſſe, and abominable ſinnes; which can 


lye, fwearc,deceiue, drinke drunke, prophanet;.e 
| Sabborh., 
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Sabboth, or doe any wicked thing cls, and yer 
paiſe away theirtime in ioy, and mirth.; yea, and 
boaſt of their ſtrong faith ; and that they are {ure 

of the pardon of their linnes, and the ſaluation of | 


| their ſoules:Burthe faith oftheſe men is mad,and ' 


fooliſh : it is no Apoſtolicall faith ; it is notot the. 


nature of the Apoſtle Pars faith, who being vpon 


200d groundes aflured, that his (innes were tor-. 
giuen, yet was troubled, and grieued with them ;/ 
curn as a maide who having ſlipt into folly, and. 
now liveth chaſtly, mournerth, and lamenteth all. 
her lite long, becaule of the {candall & reproach 
wherewith ſhee hath ſieined her ſeife, although 
ſhee be forgtuen of her friends, and companions, 
and as well reſpected ,and eſteemed by them,as ſhe 
was in times paſt : butthe peace, and (ccuritic of 
thoſe idle,and vaine boaſters,ariſcth not from the- 
ſtrength of theirfaith, bur onely from this, that 
they haue a dead, and benuramed Conlſcicnce, 
andare till in theirnaturall tare, where ſinne be-| 
ing,as in its properelement, is not heauic, and' 
gricuous. Bur looke before thee thou wretched] 
man, behold, there ſhall a judgement come, and. 
then thou ſhalr know, thatthis thy idle ioy, and. 
mirth, is nothing els, but the ſeede of thine eter-' 
nall paine, and torment, vnleſſe thou doeſt in' 
time turne and repent : for it is moſt certaine,that 
rhou muſteithertemporally, here; orelseternal-: 
ly hercafter, lament, and bewayle thy ſinnes. 
Fourrhly, this ſerueth to reproue thoſe large | 
Conſciences,which when they ſee the Childe of 
God humbled, and gricucd for his ſins, are wont | 


to 
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to maruaile, and lay, they know not whercfore 


though he hath forgiuen him. 


| ling of their finnes and corruptions,are vnfained- 


| thereis ſpiriruall life in vs, when we can mourne 


Againſt his natural (orraption. 


one ſhould be ſo troubled for ſinne, for God is | 
mercitull, ſay they, Chriſt is dead, and all things 
arc well: but did not the Apoftle know what hee 
did when he cryed out fo carneſtly becauſe of his 
{innes, O muſerable man, who (hall Jeliner mee ? But 
theſe men doe not know,that it is the property of 
the childe of God to mourne, and gricuc becauſe 
he hath diſpleaſed his good and gracious Father 
by his finnes, alchough ( with the Apoſtle) he be 
conhdent, that they be remitted, euen as a good 
natured chijde, when he hath committed a fault, 
will be ſorry that he hath offended his Father, al- 


Laſtly,here is matter of camfort, and encourage- 
ment, for all thoſe which our of the ſenſe and tee- 


ly grieued,and troubled with them,complaining, 
and crying out from their harts with the Apoſtle, 
O miſerable n:a13 that I am, who ſhall deliuer me from 
this body of death ? Oh my beloned brethren, and 
ſiſters, be not diſmayed becauſe you find finneto 
be ſo heauie a burthen ; behold, & muſt be (o, if 
you wil be caſed of itzthe more lighta man thinks 
itis, the morc h1cauie,and gricuous it ſhall fall vp. 
on him: it1s a (1gnethar you arcin atoytul cſtate, 
if your greateft ſorrow be for your ſins: a wound 
being full of dead fleſh fmartech not ; but then ir 
isthe more incurable: it isa living, and quicke |. 
conſcience thar feeleth the {mart of ſin + this cor- 
ruption is not felt by corruption: it isa (igne that 
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are dvad in (inne,can mourne,and Jamentcnough 
| for the puniſhment which is, (or they feare will ) | 


; 
| 


is the propertic of the children of God to ſorroiv, | 


| Paul his Complaint. 


for the tranſgreſhon, and iniquirie of our ſinnes.- 
[ lay,tor the tran(grefſhon, & iniquitie of our (ins, 
becauſe they are contrary to the will of God, and. 
dodifplcalc him:the children ofthe world which 


come vpon them, by reaſon of their (innes: bur ir | 
and gricue becauſe by their (ins they hauc offen- | 
| ded, and diſpleaſed their good, and gracious Fa- 
[ther : {othen, goc forwardes,thus mult it be with 
| you, if you will have it be well with you : ſtep one 
| ſtep ſurther withthe Apoſtle,and as with him you 
| mourne becauſe of the wickedneſſe of your (ins, 
{oceale not, and giue your (clues noreſt, till with |. 
| him alſo you inde your ſelnes to bee delivered. 

| both from the guilt, @& dominion of fin,thorough | 
| Teſus Chriſt our Lord, whereof by his aſſiſtance 
wee purpoſe to ſpeake in this part of the Text 
| which now followeth,. 


FE: the Apoſtle wiſheth to be delivered from 
the bady ofeath : O miſerable man ( ayth he ) 
who ſhall deliner me from this boly of death? Now,we 
are delivered; fromthe body of death inthis life (for 
therunto hath the Apoſtle reſpeR, as itappearerth 
in the verſe following) when 1n this life we are ſa- 
ved from our finnes, Mat. 1.21. namely, when we 
hauc not onely obteined forgiueneſ of our ſins, 
| butarc alſo ſtrengthened againſtthe power of (in, 
& more and more (et free from the bondage ther- 
of, 79h.8.32.36.thus the Apoſtle wiſheth here thar 


the} 
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the power of his corruptions might more & more | 
be broken, and decayed. _ 

Moreouer, the Apoſtle here wiſhing, asketh who! 
| (ball deliver him? which we muſt not vnderſtand as.| 
though he did not know thorough whom hee 

| ſhou]d be delivered ; for he declareth in the verſe 

' followtng,thathe knew itwell cnough ; but here- 

heasketh che queſtion, onely,to ler vs vndcrſtand, 

thatin himſelte he found no mcancs whereby he | 
might be deliucred : Like 19/aphat being cnuiro. 
ned with his enemies, & {ecing no way to eſcape, 

crycd vato God for helpe, 2 Chron. 18.31. Oras: | 

the ſca-faring men, who in time of ſtorme, and- | 

tempeſt, when their owne art, and induſtric can- 

not helpethem, doe cry vnto the Lord, P/al. 107. 

28.29. So the Apoſtle crycth here,as out of great 

miſerie, and aflition,vato God.for helpe,know- | 

ing that ir muſt come onely from him ;; for ſinne 
maketh nian {o-miſerable, that nothing bur the 
almightie powcr of God can deliver him : for by 
ſinne we are caſt vnder the feete of Sathan; we lie- 
condemned vnto eternal] death; and the wrath 
of God is incenſed, & kindled againſt our ſonles,. 
for which who knoweth in himſelfe any remedy? / 
Tudas finding none; ran vnto the tree :: but Pal 

' runnerh vnto Cigi/t, ver(:25.For itis the ſonneof | | 

God alone, which can deliver the wretched ſons: | 

of men from the miſery of their {innes. 

But ſome man may aske, how commeth it to- 
paſſe, that the Apoſtle Pazl, which was none of: 

the greateſt liners, yea, which was alreadie in a. 


| greatmcaſure frecd from the mightoflinne ; yer. 
G3 wiſhech]|  —þ 
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wiſhcth thus earneſtly to bee delinered more and | 
more from it ; whereas the children of the world, | 
which lie even drowned thercin, and are very | 
flanges vnto ir, yet {peake not once of this deline- 
| Tance. 
| Beloned, it came from this, that the Apoſtle had 
a feeling, and experimentcall knowledge of the 
| mi{cry thatariſeth from ſinne, and therefore hee 
| wiſheth to be deltucred from it : this the children 
' of the world doc not feele, and therefore they 
| thinke not of deliverance: he that can fecelingly, 
and vnfainedly complaine, that heis miſerable, be- 
| cauſe heis ſinfull, he will alſo heartily cry out, and 
| wiſh to be deliuered from {inne; from hence fol- 
"as _ loweth this obſeruation ; The true ſenſe,and feeling 
of ore milerie | of the miſery which ſinne bringeth vs into, eauſeth vs 
by finne cau- | onfainedly to ſecke our deliuerarce out of ſinne by Teſs 
dh EW | Chrift:T his we ſee manifeſtly in the Apoſtle Pau!: 
Chriſt. 4 | For this cauſe was it that our Lord leſs Chrift 

| according to his infinite wiledome, ſent 7ohn the: 
' Baptiſt before him, asa forcrunncrto prepare the 
way for him, by teaching men to know their mi- 
ſery, whereinto they were brought thorough (in, | 
totheend,that they might ſceketheirdeliuerance 
outof finne thorough Chre/t, Mar. 3.For this cauſe 
alſo is the law preached, that meyy being thereby 
broughtro the knowledg of their miſery through 

{1n, Rom.7.7.mightthe better be driuen to Chriſt: 
in which reſpe&, the Law 1s called our le:derro 
Chrift, Gal. 3. 24. In this regard alſo Chriſt ſayth, 
that thoſe that are whole haue no neede of the Phyſiti- 
why but thoſe thar feele their maladies, they call, | 

| and 


— 


— 


altos acl cu wt. .addge. td Ac io od edac ————. 


and cry for him. And thereaſfon is, becauſe it is 
by nature ingrafted into all Creatures when they 
are 1ndiſtrefle, and miſery, to fecke eale,and delt- 
uerance:as the young Rauens inthe wood when 
- |theyarc hungry, doe cry vnto God, ?/al. 147. 9. 
And the greater the miſery, and aflition is, the 
greater 15 the delire to be deliuered. Now there is. 
no {mart !tke vnto the ſmart of (in, vnto a feeling 
conſcience : and there is no affliction, like vnto. 
the afflition of the conſcience, for ( as wee fayd 
bctore) che more noble, and excellent that mem-. 
ber is which is affeed with any ſore, the greater 
1sthe griefe, and paine thereof ; So, the (oule be-/ 
ing the moſt worthie, and eminent part of Man,. 
and in miſery,and diſtreſle ; the ſorrow and gricte- 
muſt of neceſhtic be grear,and the deſire to be de- 
ligercd from ir cquall thereunto. 


V/es. 


Firſt, this ſerueth for ro diſcover vnrto vs, from 
whence it commeth,that there are ſo many which 
torwithſtanding they are miſerably poſſeſſed! 
with this body of ſanne, and polluted with all man-! 
| ner of impious rranſgrethos, the damnable brood. 


thereof; yer never (ecke fortheir deliverance,tru-! 
ly,it commeth onely from this, that rhey know 
not the miſery whercin they arc by (in : yea, from 
whenee commeth it that many a man goeth vn- 
der the curſe of God becauſe of his ſtnnes,and-ne- 
ver thinkes of his deliverance, paſſing along, as it 
wcre, with an ca{ie gale in a ſmooth Sea, withour 
| any perturbation arall:and many alſo who know: 
| G 4 ing 
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It is naturall | 


for all Crea- 
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Ve T, 
To ſhevy from: 
whence it 
commeth thar 
men are in mt- 
ſerable bon- 
dage ynder ſin, 
and yet neuer 
ſecke for de-. 
liverancy 


BY —— 


48 | 


DE — 


Pad his (omplaint | 


| |roo highaquettion for rhem, and chat they are 


ing thacthey are'{infull,and being ignorant ofthe 
meanes whereby they may be deliuered, yer arc 
not a whit troubled : aske them, haue you not {1n- 
ned againſt God ? they will anſwere,yes;then aske 
them, whether they by their (innes haue not de- 
ſerucdeternall death,cuen as others?they confeſle 
that alſo:askerhem then,what meancs they know 
whereby ro be delinercd from the body of death ? 
they anſiere, that God is mercifull,and they truſt 
that he will not caſt them away, becauſe of their 
finnes, bur will ſauc them for his mercies ſake. 
Demand of them then whether God {ſauerth all, 
and condemneth none; they muſt needs acknow- 
ledge, that the way is broad that leadeth into de- 
ſtruction, and many there be thatenter into itz 
and that there be goatcs, as well as ſheepe: then 
come nearer vnto them, and demand ofchem vp- 
on whar ground they hopethar God will be more 
mercifull vnto them, for to ſave them from hell, 
and bring them to heauen, then he is to many o- 
ther whom hecaſteth inro deſlruion ?rhen they 
areat a ftand, not knowing what to ſay, or doe ; 
or, it may berun vnto their works, for to ſecke 
their ſaluation there: orels anſwere you, that itis 


not ſo deepely Jearned : and albeit they are con- 
uinced, that they arc ignorant of the meanes 
wherby they may be deliucred from eternall per- 
dirion,yetthey lerir ſticke there,troubling them- 
ſelues no further, but goc on carcleſly,and (ecure- 
ly, not ſo much as once asking, or inquiring of 
that man of God which hath ſo conuinced rr | 
how, 


| Againſt his natural C orruption. : 


| how, and which way they may be deliuercd ; but 
 letir ſo remaine, being negligent of their cternall 
' good: and this their tearetu}l, & miſerable block- 


| ſhneſle, and dotageariſerh onely from this, thar | 


| they hauc no {enle, nor feeling of the miſcrable e- 
| tare wherein they are by ſinne, bur onely prac, 
; and diſcourſe of it, becauſe they heare others doc 
ſo, thinking char men muſt ſay ſo:and becauſe for 
the preſent,they hauethcir bodily health,and the 
things of this world at will ; and feele no (martin 
their conſciences (for they are dead in ſinnes,and 
treſpaſſes, and conſequently without feeling) 
therefore arc they ſecure, and ſecekenot to bee de- 
ligercd from their ({innes ; bur line, raking their 
pleaſure, and dclighttherein, for they haue nei- 
thertrue haewledge, nor tecling of the miſcry, 
and wretckedneſle whereinto their ſinnes hauc 
broughtthem : how their ſoule is depraued, and 
corrupted, and what a curſe hangeth ouer them : 
but this ſecuritie of theirs, is like vnto that of a 
condemned pcrſon, who flceping before executi- 
on, is ſecure no longer then his ſleepe dureth: for 
from this that worldly men are ignorant of the 
miſcry wherein they are thorough their ſinnes, a- 
riſeth itthattheyare ſo negligent, and careleſle, 
nottroubling not themſeJues with the Apoſtle a- 
bour their deliverance; nor yer once looking af- 
tcr Chriſt Jeſus vnfainedly,and heartily : whereas 
had they learned rightly ro know,and vnderftand 
the miſery wheretn they are by reaſon of their 
{innes,they would with all carneſtneſſc,and vehe- 
mencic haue ſought rheir deliverance from the 
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body of death, as the Apoſtle did. 

V2. Secondly,this ſheweth how neceſſary it is that 
Shewerh the | the Law ſhould be thoroughly Preached, to the 
neceſicie of | od, that men bing made thereby to know the 
preaching of | MilcraÞle, and woctull eſtate whereinto their (ins 

{rhe Law. | have brought them,might the better be driventa 


fecke their deliverance thorough ITeſus Chritt. | 
For it is moſt ccrrain,that ncither the deliucrance 
is heartily ſought afcer, nor Teſus Chriſt the Phy- | 
{trian worthily eſtcemed, there where the harctul-, 


neſle of finne, and the greatneſle of the miſcry by | 


rea{on of linnc is netthoroughly knowne. | 
Goe tel] a man, which feeleth no griefe, and 
thinketh him(ſclfe to be we)l, and in health, thar 
he ſhould ſecke for helpc,and goe vnto the Phyli- 
tian for to be cured; and he will mocke, and de- 
ride you : but one that findeth his diſeaſe,and fee- 
lech the paine thereof will thanke you for your 
counſell : fo vnrtill ſuch time that men haue lear- 
ncd thoroughly to know their miſery; Teſus Chriſt 
the Phyſirian is notreſpeRed, nor accounted off 
according to his worth,and deſert : and although 
the Miniſters of Chriſt come vntothem praying, 
and beſeeching them in the name of Chriſt, and 
entreating them for the .lone of Chriſt, to carrie 
themſelves ſo and ſo; yet theſe men which know 
not their miſery regard it notat all, but ſer light 
by all the requeſtes, and entreaticsof Chriſt, and 
ſuffer his Miniſters to pray, and entreate as much 
as they will, paſſing away theirtime without any 
care,or thoughtatall:and no marvayle; for they 
feele no want of Chriſt, neither finde they any 


more 


—————_ 
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th. 


| by the preaching of the Jaw, tothe end, thar they 


| but truely they 


Againſt his naturall ( orruption. 
more ſeetneſſe in the Lord 7eſus, then in adry 
Wort-ſtalke. Buton che contrary (ide,thole that 
have learned truely to know their miſery, and 
which gine vp their hearts, & ſoules vnto Chriſt, 
for to be deliuered thorough him 3 thoſe eſteeme 
and count of all things as þ pagan droſle for the 
excellencic of the | <A of Icſus Chriſt: 
whatſoeucr is required of theſe in the name of 
Chriſt, as ſoone as they truely know it to bee his 
will, they faſhion themiclues according vnto it, 
they oncly being thoſe thar honour, and efteeme 
of Chriſt, according vato his worth, and excel- 
lencic, as daily experience maketh ir vndeniably 
manifeſt : for this cauſe,we ſee it ro be moſt nece(- 
ſary, that men ſhould learne to know their miſery 


may come vnto the Goſpell for their deltucrance, 
in, and thorough Teſus Chriſt. 

T hirdly, This ſeructh to admonitſh all thoſe 
which ſecke to be delivered from the bodie of 


death, thatthey willingly, and gladly ſuffer the -Y 
reproofe and reprehen jon of their ſinnes,and the | wo | 


diſcoucry of the hilthineſle, and hatefulneſſe of 
them : but men are impatient of this, auoyding, 
& ſhunning it as the death, yet without this they 
cannor be deltuered from the boay of death: ſome 
when they hcareſinne ſharply reproued, cry our, 
that iris the way to preach men to deftrution ; 

hs not what they ſay : are they 
choſe thatthinke to bee deliuered by their ownc 
workes, that they cannot ſufferto haucittruely 


declared vnto them,rthat the very beſt of them ac- 
MH 2 cording 


w- 
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| cordingrto the tenor, aftrianeſſe of the Law, 
hath by their owne ations delerned no leflethen 
hell and damnation ? But if they be wiſe, & right 
| minged Chriſtians, letthem be willing ro heare 
| their owne infuthciencic, and vaworthinefle ail- 
| couercd, and layd open vato them,thatthey may | 
' the more reuerencc, and clteeme of Telus Chriit, 
'and learne, notin their owne workes, but in his' 
| worthincs,and mcrites to ſecketheir dcliucrance, | 
» andſaluation;and to acknowledge, and follow 
; ham, notfrom the teeth outwardes, like hypo-| 


| crires, bat vnfainedly, and from their hearts, as) 
theonely Phylitian, and ſaniour of their ſoules. | 
T heretore moſt commendable is the praRile of 
choſe Miniſters of God which arc caretuil, & car- 
neſt ro lay open before mens eyes their inſufhci- 
encie, vileneſſc, and curſed cſtate by nature, cn- 
devouring by that meanesto bring men highly to 
' eftecme of Chrift ( whom che end of all our prea- 
' ching is ro make knowne vntothem) for by cx- 
pericnce we finde, and the truth it ſelfe makerh it 
cleare, that our Lord Teſus Chriſt is worthily c- 
ſteemed, and honourcd of none, but of ſuch as by 
* the feeling of their miſery are brought into the 
eſtate ofthe Apoſtle when ke cryed our, O m1iſera- 
ble man, who ſhall dcliuer me from this body of death ? 
Ple 4. Fourthly, this ſerueth tro admonith vs, when- 
Toccach vs | ſoeuer we finde our (clues wanting in our loue, 
Rc and duc eftimation of Chriſt, and feele that wee 
loueto Chriſt, have not ſuch a heartie, and grounded affection 
then duelyto | ynto him, and ſuch a hungry deſire, and longing 
WeIga ti10 | . 
hatefulnefſc of after our deliucrance fromthe body of death, tho- 


our finnes, - ron gh 
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rough this Prince of lite as we ſhould ; that then 

we bctake our iclues vnto a ſerious, and duc con- 

fideration of the manifold, and wondertull hatcs | 
| ſulneſle, and vilenefle of our ſinnes; how miſcra- 
| bly che image of God is thereby depraued,and de- | 
taced in vs :-how vnhit it maketh vs for the (eruice 
| of God: how tearetully by itthe wrath of God 1s 
| kindlced againſt vs : how thereby wee haue de{cr- 
ucd cternall death, and damnation : and conſe- 
quently what great neede we hauc of the media- 
tion of Iclus Chriſt: and this will make vs aboue 
all chings ( vnleſſc we are dead in {inne)ſecke our 
deltucrance from this body of death, thorough Ie- 
ſus Chriſt our Lord, as the Apoſtle did. 

Now inthat the Apoſtle thus carneRly, and a- 
boue allrhings in the world(as here 1t is manticſt) 
wiſheth, defireth, and longeth more and more to | 
be delivered, and frecd from the power of finne : | 
and in as much as he e}{cwhere requireti vs to be 
his followers-irom hencc ariſerh this inſtruction, | 7,G,,,. ; 
that it behooueth v5 aboue all things in the world, with | Thatitbehoo- 
all dilienxce to endeuonur more and more tobe delinercd | wo ysaboue 

& * 1 ; things in 
from the pawer of ſimne : We (ce here in our Text ' theworld, ts 
that it isthe p:atile of the Apoſtle, and his ex- | fecke to be de- 


: liuered from 
ample being gvod, we ought to make it our rule. |, owwet | 


This hath cycrmore beene the opinion, and pra= | finne, 
Aiſe of all the ſcruants of God, as it 15s here the 
out-cry of the Apoſtic, ho ſhall deliver me from 
this body of death? Such is Danids wiſh, Pſal.119.5. 
O that my way were airected to keepe thy ſtatutes: 
and it hath not oncly beene the longing, and 
delire of the ſcruanrs of God : but alſo their daily 
H 3 practiſe, 


EE Ee eres ee en ee ers <a 


> —_— — 


—— —_—__ 


Reaſon 1. 
Becauſe true 
Reclipicn tea- 
cheh vs to 

cept our 
hs vnſpot- 
tedofthe 
world, 
| Tam. r. 27. 

Reaſon | 9h 
Becauſe the 
| | bondage of 
finne is the 
greateſt bon- 
dage that a 
Chriſtian can 
ynder-goe. 


ce er err rn on———r_r ns nn nr 


Pard his Complaint 
praiſe, andendeuour toattaine vnto it,as the A- 
poſtle Paul witneſleth of him(elfe, that he deſired 
in all things to walke honeſtly, Heb. 13.18. Yea,that 
it was his daily occupation, his greateſt excrcile, 
and endeuour, to haxe alwayes acleare conſcience to- 
ward God, and towardes men, At. 24.16. And D«- 
«td alſo reſtifhieth as much of himſelfe, that he re- 
frained his feete from ewery euill way, that he might 
keepe Gods word, Plal: 119. 101. 

Firſt, This muſtbe the endeuourof cuery one 


OC —__—_—_— —— 


that will ſerace God, becaule true Religion, and 
vndefiled beforc God, even the Father,is,to viſite 
the widdow, and fatherleſle in their aduerſitie, 
and to kceepe himſelfe vnſpotted of the world. 
Secondly, If {o be we were in ſlanery vnder the 
Turkes, ſhould wee not by all meanes labour for 
our libertic ?1f we were griped in the clawes of a 
Lyon; ſhould we not deſire, and ſtrive to come 
forth ? If we werc in danger of ſome fearefull fire, 
or over-flowing of water, ſhould we not make the 
beſt ſpecd we could to eſcape?Now,the bondage, 
the tyranny, the brunt, the flood of finne is worſe 
then the bondageof the Turkes, the crueltic of a| 
Lyon, or the vnmercifulneſle of fire, or water : 
for theſe faſten onely on the body, and but for a 
ſhort ſpace: burthe other on the ſoule, and that 
for cucr. Therefore, vnleſſe wee will make ir ap. 
pearc, that we be vnbeleening contemners, and 
mockers of the Dodrine of heauen and hell, and 
' whatſocuer appertaineth thereunto, accounting 
' [ras meere]y verball, and vaine babbling ; Let vs 
'abouc all things in the world, labour, and ende- 
your; 


— 


| |Itigence of chem(clues,to worke out their libcrtie, 
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uonr more and more to be delivered, and freed | 
from the bondage of {inne. | 
Y ſes. | 

Firſt, Here is matter of mourning, and lamen- | 
ration, even that there arc ſo few that labour,and 
exerciſe themſclues in rhis, notwithſtanding it be 
marter of {uch necelixie, and conſequence. You 
thall ind men thatare plunged vp to the cares in 
{inne,yer neuertheleſſe take no paincsat all to get 
out of 1t: yee, they are ſo farre from viing any di- 


and freedome from the bondage of {inne, as thar 
they cannot ſuffer any man to admoniſh them of 
their (innes,or to lend them a hand to pluck them 
out of them, being in madneſle, and folly like vn- 
to him which being poſſeſſed with a deep fleepe, 
and having an Adder creeping vpon him is angry 
and takerh it in ill part, when his friend awaketh 
him, to the end, that he might auoyd the preſent 
danger : ſo truely is it a miſerable,and lamentable 
thing(and yet common)that worldly mea,which 
doc le in wickedneſſe, 1 Toh. 5.19. 45 8beaft lyeth in 
hay, (for ſo the word there {ignifieth) xray, arc 
ſo farre from ſtirring, and rouſing vp themſelues. 
ro riſe out of eng pen and to harken vato the | 
voyce which cryeth, awake thou that ſleepeft, fond 
vp from the dead, and © hrift ſhall gine thee light, as 
that they had rather goe ſecke ſome bodie to ſet a 
cuſhin vndcr their elbow, to the end that they 
mightſlcepe the more eaſily,and ſoundly in their 
finnes: bur it ſhall be with them as the Lord pre 
tefteth, Ezcch. 12.18. 19. | 
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: Vſe 2. 
To teachysto  aboue all things(according to the manner of rhe 


_ $0-be | Apoftle) to labour, and endcuour to haue our 


the bodic of 
death. 


Secondly,let this moue vs to ſtirre vp our (clues 


| ſelues deliuered from the body of death,and let irec 
from the power thereof; for,we {ce that we arc al- 
together, and wholly in the capriuitie, and bou.- 
dage of {inne, therefore to endeuour co get our 
libertie, muſt we preferre before all our workes; 
andeſpecially, ſeeing the glory of our good, and 
gracious God, and the eternall well-tare of our 
owne ſoules, doe ſtand vpon it: yea, itis moſt cer- 
taine,that whoſocuer ſetteth not himſelte againſt 
his ſinnes, for to be freed, and delinered from his 
ſinnes, ſhall die ia his ſinnes, 7ohz 8. 24. For this 
body of ſinne ſhall peirce him with the venemous, 
and curſed ſting thereof, which ſhall bring him, 
[not onely ro remporal], but alſo to eternal deith, 
| I Cor. 15.56. For asthoſe that dic in the Lord, 
arc bleſſed, and rcſt from their labours,and cnioy 
eternall happineſlc, Rexel: 14. 13. So thoſe that 
' die in their finnes, arc certainely accurſed, and 
ſhall have their part in the lake that burneth with fire 
| and brimſtone : Reucl: 21.8. Therefore muſt wee 
, make it our chicfeſt worke to get our felues deli- 
uered from rhe power of {inne, vnlefle we be wil- 
ling thereby to bee brought 1nto etcrnall con- 
demnation. | 

Bur if we find our (clues to bee alrcadic truely 
deliuercd from the power of {tnne, ſo thar it hath 


| 
! 


| 


no dominion ouer vs, howſocuer it remaineth in 


| vs, Roms. 6. 12.yet we muſtwith the Apoſtle Paul, 


carneſtly Jabour,and endeuour more and more to 
| be 


| 
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| 


' and the peace ot our conſciences, doe ſtand vpon 
| it: for it 1s moſt ſure and certaine, that we can no 
| furtherreioycc, & comfort our (clues in our faith, 
and good conicience,then we refrainc our {clues 
from tinne, and endeyuour in all things to walke 
' honeſtly, P/al. 119. 101.Hcb.13.18. 

| Here may ſome mag demand, What are we to 
doe, to the end that we may be delivered from the 
| power of {inne, and more and more ſer free from 
the bondage thereof? 

To thecnd, that we may be ſet free from the 
power,and ſeruitude of (in, we muft be made par- 
rakersot Iclus Chriſt tor his death is the death of 
our death, and by his wounds arc we healed, his 
bloud:being the medicine of our foules, Eſay 53. 
Heb.y.14 Now that we may be made partakers of 
Chriſt, we muſt belccucin him, for it is faich in 
him rhat maketh vs free, 12h: 8 31.32.26, Which 


be freed from it, becaule the comfort of our ſouls, 


l 
[1 


j 


the Apoſtle hauing iv the veric following our! 
| rext, he thanketh God through onr Lord Jeſus Chrift, 

| namely, for this, that he, thorough the Lord Jeſrs 

' Chriſt was deliuered from the body of death. T herfore 

thus {peaketh Chriſtof himſelfe, 70h: 8.36. 1f the 
' [oume make you free, you ſhall be free indced:thus doth | 
| iohn allo tefiitie, even that mn ee thorouth faith in 
| Chriſt doeoucrcome the world, lohn 15. 5. | 
| Bur we finde by expcricnce, thatthe faith of ma- | 
| ny men conliſterh onely in words, being nothing 
' els but an idle conceit twimming in their braines: 
for there be many whowhen they vnderſtand that 


men by faith are made free from their ſinnes, and 
I bl. fied, 


> Fa 


| O weft. 
' What muſt we 
| doe to begeli- 
uercd from the 
power ot {n. 


Anſw. 
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bleſſed, doc preſently perſwade themſclues, har 
they allo belecue, whereas alas, they know not | 


what itistruly to beleeue inthe Lord 1e/us Chrilt, | 
nor yet what 1s the nature,and vertuc of true faith. 
Wherfore let cuery one in few words vnderſtand, | 
thar whoſoeuer would be found truely to belcecne | 
in Chri//,mutt mak c 1t appearc,that he belccucth, 
and holdeth for good all the words,& counicll of 
Chri/t, &conlequently mult praiſe the ſame,7oh: 
3.36.Luc: 6.46.Orels let him know that his faith 
is nothing worth ; and thar he ſhall not be ſaued, 
a!rhough he ſuffers himſelte a thouſand times to 
be per{waded, that he ſhall obtainc (aluation,and_ 

| happineſſe thorough Telus Chriſt. 
Foras we know, 1t 1s not enough for one that | 
would be cured of ſome perillous diſcaſe,onely to 
belecue that (uch an expert Philitian can,and will 
cure him ; but if he will be holpen,he muſt follow 
the aduiſe of the Phiſitian, uns the medicines | 
which ſhalbe preſcribed vnto him,or els he is like | 
to be ncuer the berter: So itts not enough, that a 
man,to the end that he might be cured of the ho. 
of death,by the onely Phijitian of the ſoule, Iefus: 
Chriſt, Mat.9.12. perſwadeth himſclfe that Chritt 
can,& will helpe him; but he muſtalſo follow the 
counſell of Chiilt, if he will be cured by him, ac- 
cording to that which the holy Scripture ſo ex- 
preſſely declareth, cuen 7hat Chriſt is the author of 
[alsationvnts all that obey,Heb.5.9.]n which ſenſe 
al ſo ſpeaketh /--»the Baptiſt moſt plainly, Ze zhar 
beleeneth in the ſonne hatheternalllife, but he that o- 
beyth not the Son (hall not ſee life but the wrath of God 
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abideth | 
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abideth on him,Toh: 3.36.From whence it may ful- 
ly be gathered, that chat faith which makerth not 
vs ovcdientto the ſonnets not that faith wherby 
we can be healed;(o amesallo contidently affirm- 
eth, that that faith is dead, and nothing worth, which 
maketh not vs as well followers, as beleeuers of the 
| words,and will of Chrijt.For itis moſt certaine, that 
| whereſfocuer true faith is, there 1s alſo the praiſe 
&endeuour of obedience vnto the will of Chriſt. 

Now, what the will of God is in this, that men 
might thorough our Lord Ieſus Chriſt be deliue- 
red from the boay of death, very much might be 
ſpoken thereof,but my purpole is here briefly, & 
in a word,to touch the molt neceſſary things,and 
ſo to coclude,becauleT haue largely handlcd it in 
another place ; and,that wretched,and (inful man 
might bedeliuered from the body of «eath,through 
our Lord Ieſus Chriſt,the Prince of life, & be more 
and more ſet free from the power of (inne, he muſt 
praciſc, and endeuour thele three things accor- 
ding to the will, and coun(c]l of Chriſt. 

Firſt, he muſt for{ake himſelfe, He that will follow 
me(layth Chrift,namely,that will be led &hcaled 
| by me)/er him forſoke hin.ſelfe Mat16.24.that is,lct 

him caſt away,and renounce his owne vnderſtan- 
ding,& judgement;lethim breake himlelte of his 
owne will andaff:tions:lethim in nothing yceld 
vnto his ſinful fleſh,nor take any care to obey it in the 
 (nſtes therecf Rom. 1 3.14. And let him not pleaſe, 
| or vphold this body of ſin,by giuing it any of rhoſe 
dcadly,& perniciousthings it luſterh after:but ler 
him hcrin circumciſe himielf;let him deale li = . 
1 Y, 
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ly,and rougily with this body of fan, keeping trom 


K,and u ny ing it of cuvry tningar would have, jo 
thail rc itreagriu therot decay ; tor as 1 was the 


| mear of Chr:it,t > do his F ithers pul, 10: 4.4. 501s 


\1t che a0urtthnent, & itrengrh of che corrupt it-th 
ro doe againitche wiilot God, by commitring (10, 
from which we mult bridic ir, it we will Kill 18. Be- 
| hold,this 1s rhe cou:Mtecll of Chritt, (peakingatter | 
the manner of a Phiſatzan, who when he taketh a 
man in hand tocure him, requireth of him; thar 
| by all: meancs-he wonu:d keepe a good dycr, & re-. 
 fraine tocare thoſe things which nourilh, & tcede 
| his diſeaſe;the which the Chriſtian man mult doe 
that willingly would be cared of the bady of death ; 
 forwe find it to be a common and familiarthing, 
thatrhoſe which be {icke in body,doc moſtdelire 
thoſe things that doe them leaſt good; So is it alſo 
with-men that are {ick in ſoule:they.cuermore de- 
fire, & luſt after linne, which is mott hurttull vnto 
them: therfore thoſe that would be curediin their 
{oules,”mſ/t deny themſelues, according to the pre- 
{criptrule of Chriſt: yea,they muſt renounce, and 
forlake the whole body of death(asthe Apoſtle cry- 
eth out againſt the whole beay of death) &not only 
this,orthart parte,or member thereof,as ſome doe, 
who,to be cured forſake,& ſtrive againſt ſome {ins 
retaining flil other ſome pleaſing & beloued ones, 
whereby they become the more incurable,&con- 
tinue fick cucn vnto the dearli,as the [cripture tea- 
 cheth vs Fzc: 18.31.32.foralthough the very beft, 
' ſo longas they remaine here,are not free from all ; 
{innes, yet,cuery one that would be cured, & _ 
| led! 
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of rhem, 1ob 20.12, 
Bur this is very grieuous vnto a naturall, and 


| 


led of bis finncs, muſt flriue, and hight apainft all | 


[ 
i 


| corrupt man, to weane his Jultcs of their delires, | 


| and to deprive himſelfe .of thoſe- thinges with 
| which his hcart is molt in loac: Oh, itis as death 
; viito {1n'ull man: its, as if he ſhould put our his 


; eye, or cut off his hand, as Chriſt himſclte giucs | 


, vsto vnderitand, Mat: 5. Nevertheleſlc, it muſt 
| be done, as he that cannot lye reacheth vs in the 
{ame place, wer/: 29. 39. And looke, by how 


monttcr, the corrupt fleſh, doth flatter, and em- 
\brace vs, for to enticc vs to lerye it 1n the juſtes 
'thereof, by fo muci» the more, mull wee (er our 
ſelucs againſt ir, and {ecke to ſubdue ic, and bring 
it vnder, 1 Cor.9. 27. For our {infu)l fleſh is like 
vnto a wicked Enchantrefle, which (milerh vpon 
vs when ſhe purpoſcth ro deſtroy vs; the pleating 


kiſle him, 2 Sam: 20.9. 10. Therefore wee muſt | 
not fauour and pleaſe this monfter of {inne: but | 
we muſt inthisthing, dente our ſelxes, and kill our | 
earthly members, Col. 3.5. And crucifie our old man, | 
Gal. 5.24 If we will liuc, and be delinered from ; 
the erernall croſſe, and the eternall death. Nci- 
ther muſt we ſhrinke, or be afrayd to doe it ; for, 
the luſtes of our fleſh, which we are ro cut off, are 
asrotten members ; members ofthe boate of death, 
cankered, and putrified members,which if we cur 
them nor off in time,wi}l corrupt, and deftroy our 

| I 3 whole 


much the more this boay of death, that haretull- 


———— 


rand delightfull concupilcences thereof, are like | 
Teabs kiſſes, who killed 4ma/a when he ſccmed to | 


1 
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the fire neucr goeth out, Aar. 9g 44. 


_ that finde them ; and health wnto their fleſh, 
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whole man yea, and bring vs alſo into eternall 
death, as the truth it (elte teacherh vs expreſlely, 
ceftifying,tharit we fauour and make much ofthe 
members of this bo1y of death, thar is, our (infull 


luſtes,and cue them not off, we ſhall with them be 
caſt into hell, where the Worme neuer dyerh, and 


Secondly, the man that would willingly bee 
more and more delivered from the body of death, 
thorough Teſus Chriſt our Lord, muſt not onely 
denie, and forſake himſelfe, bur alſo, with all his 
affetions, and the deepeſt delires of his hearr, 
make all poſhble ſpeede tro come vnto Chriſt, 
that he may be cured of him, as he himſelfe tea- 
cheth, namely, that all thatarc wearie, and laden 
muſt come vnto him, and he will eaſethcm, Mat. 
11.28. 29. and Mat.13. 15. He then that would 
be healcd by Chrik, and deliuered from the bouze 
of death, muſt giue vp himſelte vato him,to be cu- 
red by him,cuen as a poore patient which having 
long beene poſſeſſed with a grieuous diſeale, pur- 
ecth himſelfe into the hands of askiltull Phiſitian 
( which by Gods helpe can cure him) ro be ruled 
and handled according vnto his will, & preſcrip- 
tion. 

Now the dyct,the philicke, thereceipts which 
Chrift the onely Philirian of the ſoule preſcriberh 
vnto his patients (that I may fo ſpeake) for their 
curing, are found onely in the holy Scripture, 
Ioh:5.29. which is the Phiſick. booke wherein are 
plentifully conteined the words, which are /ife 70 


Pro. 


Againſt his naturall ( orruption. | 


Pro. 4. 22. Therefore the poore ſinful] man that 
would haue helpe, muſt order, and gouerne him- 
ſelfe according to the rule, and true meaning of 


| rhe holy Scripture, wherein is comprehended the | 
| great wiſedome of God, and all the myſtcries of 
{ {pirituall Philicke, according to which whoſoe-| 
; ucr truely frameth, and carricth himicltc, ſhall 
certainely, and vadoubtedly be healed. There- 
fore it is the greateſt folly, and madneſle in the 
world, andaſinne whercof very many ſtand guil- 
tie before God, that wretched (infull men ſhould ! 
be ſlacke, and negligent to enquire, and ſearch 
after the wiſedome, and coun(cll of God, and to 
|frame, and faſhion themſelues according vnto it, 
notwithſtanding, the great, wiſe, and merciful] | 
God hath Ry vnto them in his word (which | 
he hath put into our handes, ) how they ſhould} 
walke, to the end, that they may be healcd of the 
bodie of death; but run vnaduiledly after the blind | 
concecipt of their owne head, without once right-| 
ly condleniig, what the Lord Ieſus Chriſt, the| 
onely Phiſician of the ſoulc hath preſcribed , and; 
delivered in the holy Scripture, for poore ſoule. 
ſicke man to praftiſe, and apply varo himlelfe, ro 
the end that he may bee cured ; yea, the great 
ſtayne of this ſinne of the godleſle children is 
the world, ſhall neucr be purged from them vn- 
leſſe they amend, thcrefore thoſe that would bee 
delinered from the body of death, thorough. our 
Lord Icfus Chriſt, muſt ſo give themſelues vp vn- 
to him to be curcd of him, as that they diligently 
I 4 {carch, 
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| earch, and learne out of his word how they muſt 
| order, and addreſſe themſelues, ro the end, that 
they may bee healed. 


Thirdly, He that would be delivered from the 
body of death thorough our Lord lelus Chriſt; 
muſt by all meanes cndeuour to beleeue, and 
hold as ftirme, and certaine, that he thus deny ing, 
and giuing vp himſclfe vnto Chriſt, ſhall truely 
bee deliucred, and cured by him : his did Chriſt 
require 1n the curing of bodily diſeaſes, Arc. 9. 
23. and cl{e-where ; teaching vs thereby that this 
faith isaboue all chings ncceflary, and requiſite 
'vnto rhe curing of the mortall diſeaſe of our 
fonles, it being the Conduit which conueyeth 
onto vs vertue from Chriſt, whereby we arc hea- 
led of our corruptions. 


But the Diucll which ſ{ettcth vp himſclfe as 2 
| Cod of the world, Jaboureth by all his might, 
and pollicie, to hinderand ftopthis : for hee will 
 cyther perſwade a man that he ſhall line, and bee 
ſaved by his faith, and belictc in Chriſt, when 
| hee liuerh in a courle of perdition, (cruing the 
fleſh, wherein if he conriaveth, it is nor pothble 
that he ſhould be ſaucd, Rem.8. Iz. orelle hee 
will make hjm belecuc if he can, thar his ſinnes 
are {0 great, that hc ſhall not obtcine pardon and 
remiſfion of God, when he hath denicd himſelfe, 
forſaken his {innes, labourcth to be conformed 
vnto the will ot God, and is heartily gricued be- 
cauſe he cannot performe ſuch obedience vnto 

_ him, 
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| him, as hee (ſhould, and as hee would: bur let vs 
'take heedc of both theſe Rockes : ler, vs not pre- 
'ſume of the mercy of God, when wee are not 
| fir Obies of mercie, ſtanding in open rebelli- 
'on againſt God, being friendes of finne : and 
let it alſo bee farre from vs to thinke, that God 
' will not haue mercy vpon vs, when wee come 
vnto him for mercie, with true ſorrow and griefe | 
| becauſe wee haue offended him for it is his glo- 
'ry to hauc mercie, and to haue reſpe& vnto. 
them that humble themſelues: but ler vs wreſtle | 
with our vnbeleicte, and belceuc, that thorough 
the grace of our Lord Ieſus Chriſt wee ſhall bee [aued, 
Act. 15.11. 

T his faich, thus being founded, not vpon an 
idle conccipt oft our owne braynes; but vpon 
the fore-named groundes, the word, and coun- 
cell of Chriſt, wce accordingly endeuouring 
truely to forſake our (elues, and to putour lelues 
i1to his hands,to be ruled and governed by him : 
T his faith (I tay) is mighrie, and worketh won- 
ders ; and there 15 nodiſeaſe of the ſoule ſo mor- 
tall, or incurable, of which wee ſhall not bee cu- 
red, if ſo be wee hold faſt, and continue in this 
our true, and holy faith, following the councell, 
of Chriſt : tor rhen may wee expect, the bleſſing. 
of Chriſt, more and more to bee delivered from | 
the bodie of death : Then ſha!l it bee done vnto 
vs, according to the words of Chriſt, Mathew the 
fifteenth Chapter, and the twentic eyght verſe, 
Be it unto thee as thou wilt ; Then ſhall wee 
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| be more and more freed from the power of {1nne, 
' and aſſured of our Salvation, to our 
grcar, and never ending 
comfort, 
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